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JANUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

The Rovin’ Texans met December 11, 12 & 13 at 
Couchatte RV in Bellville, Texas.  Members unable to 
be in attendance were Bells, Bradleys, Burchells, 
Milligans, Muellers, Muyres and Jim Steiger.  John 
Muyres arrived just before the meeting adjourned.  20 
Rigs and 2 Drive-ins.  …………………………………                                                      
It was another FUN campout weekend with everyone 
so very glad to see each other again!  The clubhouse 
quickly came alive with Christmas trees, Christmas 
decorations and Christmas cookies for nibble on the 
bar in the kitchen area.  Games were played and 
everyone was in the holiday spirit. 
Wendell Craig coordinated the Bean Bag Baseball 
tournament.  I believe in the first round, someone may 
correct me later, but we were in the 7th Inning before 
the first run was scored by either side.  The first score 
was a Homerun, followed immediately by two more 
Homers.  We have a historical picture of the three 
super Homerun Hitters: 

 
Homerun Hitters 

 
Sunshine Girl, Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall, reported 
that she had sent “Birthday” card to Jim Steiger, “Get 

Well” cards to Bill Kingsley, Wayman Bradley  and 
Felix Craig.   She sent “Sympathy” cards to Charles 
and Peggy Duvall for the loss of Peggy’s mother.  
Wendell Craig presented a wooden frame that he 
explained would frame a black cloth with the club’s 
name and with red, engraved plastic name plaques of 
41 deceased Rovin’ Texan members.  He indicated 
that Howard Neluis was agreeable with where ever we 
chose to hang our Memorial, in the Main Meeting 
House or in our new Clubhouse.  The cost of name 
tags is about $3 plus engraving fees.  He expected the 
total cost of the Memorial Plaque to be less than $200.   
Bill Kingsley reported that the Rovin’ Texans website 
was fully operational and he invited everyone who has 
yet had an opportunity to visit the site to do so and see 
what all we have presented for people to read and 
view. He said the site contains a list of the host and 
hostess for 2010.  The Newsletter will publish the 
Rovin’ Texans web address.  Bill again noted the 
password we must use to access the “locked” page on 
the website.  Bill encourages everyone to go online 
and check out our webpage.  
http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com   
Don Eiland expressed his appreciation to the outgoing 
officers and to the new officers that stepped up to 
serve. 
Don Eiland stated that there will be a planning meeting 
on January 2nd for Areas 2 & 12 Chapter Presidents to 
plan the upcoming Mini Rally slated for March 4-7.  
He asked the club what inside or outside games we as 
a club wanted to sponsor and coordinate.  He asked if 
we wished to have a fundraiser.  He was told to just 
participate in the planning process and “go-with-the-
flow” of the meeting.  He was given full latitude to 
decide as he saw best for our club. 
The Christmas Dinner was awesome as always.  Big 
Daddy’s came through as promised with tasty entre’ 

http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com/


                                                            
and out- of-this-world sides.  Culinary experts among 
the members supplied an endless spread of desserts 
that surely caused us all to go home 5 pounds heavier 
than when we arrived.  

Don McLean wrote a song, American Pie, released in 
1971 in which he mourned "the day the music died" 
(referring to the death of Buddy Holly in a plane crash 
on Feb. 3, 1959). I suppose, therefore, that 
Wednesday, Feb. 3rd would mark the 44th anniversary 
of "the day the magic died." Or perhaps it was "the day 
the laughter died." Yet again, maybe it was "the day 
the fantasy died." 

Call it what you will, Dec. 15, 1966, was the day 
Walter Elias Disney died of lung cancer at the much-
too-young age of 65. 

Walt Disney was an American icon who went from 
hardscrabble days during his childhood to heading one 
of the greatest entertainment empires of all time. His 
films, cartoons, documentaries and short subjects 
carried positive messages to audiences of all ages. But 
his greatest accomplishment was to put fairy dust into 
the minds of millions of children all over the world. 

Walt was born on Dec. 5, 1901, in Chicago, one of 
five children of Elias and Flora Disney. Elias moved 
the family to Marceline, Mo., when Walt was about 5 
years old. That north-central Missouri farming 
community was Walt's haven until the family moved 
to Kansas City in 1910. In later years he wrote: 
"Everything connected with Marceline was a thrill to 
us... To tell the truth, more things of importance 
happened to me in Marceline than have ever happened 
since -- or are likely to in the future." 

By the time he entered high school, Walt's family was 
back in Chicago and he was already honing his natural 
talent as an artist in night classes at the Chicago Art 
Institute. 

 

Disney dropped out of school to join the Army and 
serve in World War I, but, at the age of 16, he was too 
young. After his mother forged a change in his birth 
certificate to say he was born in 1900, Walt was 
accepted into the Red Cross. For the next year he 
drove a Red Cross ambulance in France (see 
photograph), and adorned its canvas walls with Disney 
characters. 

 

After the war, Walt and a friend opened a commercial 
art business in Kansas City, but it quickly failed. Walt 
moved to Hollywood with $40 in his wallet and an 
unfinished cartoon in his suitcase. Enlisting his brother 
Roy, who had earlier moved to Los Angeles, as moral 
support and financial backer, the two formed Disney 
Studios. 

After several successes and failures, Walt conceived 
the idea of a new character -- a mouse named Mickey. 
After two silent cartoons featuring the whimsical 
rodent, Mickey Mouse was featured in the first 
animated talkie, Steamboat Willie, which debuted on 
Nov. 18, 1928. 

The growing success of Disney Studios brought an 
unforeseen change in Walt's life: On July 13, 1925, he 
married Lillian Bounds, one of the studio's first 
employees. Walt and Lillian had a daughter, Diane, 
born in 1933. They then adopted a second daughter, 
Sharon, a year later. 

Walt was known as the consummate father and family 
man. He wasn't a Hollywood socialite, preferring 
dinner at home with his wife and daughters to cocktail 
parties. His daughter Diane once said about him: 
"Daddy never missed a father's function no matter how 
I discounted it. I'd say, 'Oh, Daddy, you don't need to 
come. It's just some stupid thing.' But he'd always be 
there, on time." 

Perhaps Walt's biggest gamble was when the studio 
spent nearly $1.5 million in the depths of the Great 
Depression to produce the world's first full-length 
animated musical movie, Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs. When the feature premiered on Dec. 21, 1937, 
it was hailed as one of the greatest accomplishments in 
the history of motion pictures. The film brought in 
over $8 million -- the equivalent of nearly $100 
million today. 

The success of Snow White birthed other animated 
full-length features like Pinocchio, Fantasia, Bambi 



                                                            
and Dumbo, not to mention cartoon-short characters 
like Donald Duck, Goofy and Pluto, but it also brought 
about one of the great tragedies of Walt's life. In 1938, 
buoyed by the movie's income, Walt and Roy bought 
their parents a new home close to the studios. In less 
than a month, their mother Flora Disney was dead due 
to asphyxiation caused by a faulty furnace. Flora had 
been one of Walt's chief cheerleaders during the tough 
years. In Walt's mind, his success had become a 
contributing factor to her death, and the guilt stayed 
with him for the rest of his life. 

In 1950, a weekly television program, Disneyland, 
premiered on ABC. Walt used the new medium to 
familiarize the public with his new venture, a theme 
park in Anaheim, Calif., by the same name. 
Disneyland opened in 1955, the first of what would 
become a growing empire of amusement parks around 
the world. The same year the studio debuted The 

Mickey Mouse Club, a daily children's show that 
became wildly popular with Baby Boomers. 

The television show changed its name to Walt Disney 

Presents after 1955. It then became Walt Disney's 

Wonderful World of Color  in 1961 with the advent of 
color TV technology. The show took its last name, The 

Wonderful World of Disney, and aired under that name 
until 2005. 

I would not have room here to list the great films 
created by Disney Studios. Where would I draw the 
line? Mary Poppins, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, 

Lady and the Tramp, The Parent Trap, Davy Crocket -
- these are just a few of my long list of favorite Disney 
movies.  

I will never forget the day that Walt Disney died. It 
was like I had lost an old friend. But, more than that, I 
wondered who would bring the magic, the laughter, 
the fantasy and the fairy dust to the children of the 
next generations. Yes, I know that Disney Studios 
continue to grind out entertainment for today's 
youngsters, but nobody does it as good as Walt once 
did.  

Forty-four years after his death, that seems more 
evident to me than ever. 
 

Tidbits: Wayman & Sharon Bradley express thanks 
for all of your prayers.  Wayman is home again!!  He 
was unable to attend any of the Christmas Party 
functions, but many club members were able to visit 
them over the weekend. 
 

January ‘10 Birthdays  
1-03 – Delbert Ashcraft 
1-11 – Harry Robbins 

1-12 – Jeanne Eiland 
1-15 – Arnold Knuppel 
1-23 – Gib Day 
1-25 – Barbara Robbins 
 
January Anniversaries 

None 
 
January Camp Out 

Columbus KOA – Weimer, TX 
Telephone – 979-732-9494 
From junction I-10 and Hatterman Lane (exit 689), go 
west 200 ft. on N Frontage Road, on right. 
 
January Host & Hostesses are: 
Hilda Weiderhold, Magdaline Knupple and Lynn 
Martine 
 
January Devotional 

No one has volunteered as of yet. 
 

 
 

 
 

www.joestoons.com       --John Martine

http://www.joestoons.com/


2009 Rovin’ Texan Christmas Party at Couchette RV in Bellville Texas 

 

                 John Muyres                                           Jeanette & Lynn                                                Neil & Dick Giroux 

 

                    Calvin & Olga Waits                                Hilda & art Wiederhold                           Magdalene & Arnold Knupple 

 

           Carolyn & Chuck Mueller                                     Rita & Bill Krebs                                       Jeannie & Don Eiland 

 

             Barbara & Harry Robbins                                 Roy Choate & Gib Day                                    Mildred & Bo Rickett 



 

              Peggy & Charles Duvall                                    Marilyn and Bill Kelley                           Barbara and Wendell Craig 

 

         Carol & Darrell Marshall                                      Maude & Charles Ryan                               Robbie & John Ladd 

 

           JoAnn & Delbert Ashcraft                                  Thelma and JC Steiger                                     Louise & Phil Hunt 

 

              Edie & Roy Choate                                   Audrey & Lee Brown                                     Jeanette & Bill Kingsley 



 

           Sally and Felix Craig                                                 Lynn & John Martine                          Lola and Olan Halbert 

 

                 Howard Nelius 
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FEBRUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

The Rovin’ Texans cancelled the January 8, 9 & 10 

scheduled to meet at Columbus KOA in Weimer, TX. 

The freezing temperatures forecasted a week earlier that 

the campout caused a tremendous concern for Don 

Eiland and Lee Brown.  Following the initial forecast, 

some club members who earlier stated they intended to 

attend, reconsidered attending and wisely so.  Don and 

Lee agreed that the freezing weather conditions on the 

roadways, on the walking surfaces of the campground, 

and the impact of the freezing conditions on the 

plumbing of our rigs was more than enough reason to 

cancel for everyone own safety and well being.   

 
As a reminder to everyone with a computer and Internet 

access, you can read the Newsletter and all of the 

previous newsletters back to October ’09.  Go to… 

http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com   

From the Good Old Days Newsletter, Vol.6,No.1 Jan 3, 

2007 

http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletter.php

?story=567  

Trivia Question: Where did Jack Frost get  

his name? See the answer at the end of this 

 e-letter. 

 
 

God is the greatest Artist, and I really believe that 

January is his favorite palette. Yes, I know, spring 

with its flowering murals, summer with its verdant 

forests and fall with its changing canvases are all 

beautiful in their own right. But the Januarys of my 

youth were filled with art more breathtaking than any 

other. 

First there was the frost and ice on our windows. It 

seemed to always be there, from late November to 

early March. That window frost was the mark of the 

battle our old woodstove fought with the freezing 

cold just outside our poorly insulated, three-room 

home. 

However, with the periodic help of the sun, the stove 

held its own during the day. Some melting of the 

previous night's frost would occur, and with warm 

fingers we three children would practice writing and 

drawing on the condensing windowpanes.  

Then, during the frigid night, a relentless north wind 

would refreeze the wetness, adding another layer of 

hoarfrost atop the layer of solid ice.  

The process repeated itself day after day until the ice 

on the single-pane windows was probably almost an 

inch thick at the bottom. 

Sure, it was cold, but it also was beautiful. Each day 

we had another ice painting with delicate veins and 

fingers of frost.  

 

Many times we wouldn't be able to go outside to play, 

but the windowpanes always gave us at least a few 

minutes of distraction on what might have otherwise 

been a dreary January day. 

When we could play outside, nature's beauty was all 

the more perfect and varied. Sunlight transformed 

snowy fields into bejeweled hills and vales. I 

pretended I was a king; the pasture next to our home 

http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com/
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletter.php?story=567
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletter.php?story=567


                                                            

was my personal treasure room.  

The barren trees took on new life. Each branch was 

outlined with a thin white vein, painted with the 

finest of brushstrokes. Evergreens bore broad swaths 

of snow and ice, and the cedars groaned under their 

powdery burden. We kids took such pleasure in 

catching one another under a branch and, with a 

quick twitch, dumping the frozen stuff on a sibling. 

If the sky was clear, the stark blue was bluer than any 

other time of the year. If overcast, it held the promise 

of more delicately falling snow, adding more unique 

flakes to the quiet, white landscape.  

My favorite pastime was finding a tree stump on 

which to sit and observe the Artist as he added stroke 

after stroke to his wintry masterpiece. 

Looking back, I sometimes wonder how I could think 

the harsh beauty of January could compare to the 

other seasons.  

Perhaps it was because I took the other seasons, with 

their fair weather days, for granted. The unique 

beauty of January required that we actively look for, 

search out and discover its treasures in the Good Old 

Days. 
 

 

Trivia Answer: Jack Frost, according to one  

of the most popular theories, got his name from 

 Viking folklore. The name apparently came from 

 the Norse words Jokul ("icicle") and  

Frosti ("frost"). 
 

  

February Birthdays  

2-02 JoAnn Ashcraft 

2-02 Phil Hunt 

2-05 Don Eiland 

2-07 John Martine 

2-15 Dennis Burchell 

2-20  Charles Ryan 

2-22 Bill Krebs 

2-25 Thelma Steiger 

 

February Anniversaries 

2-05 Mildred & Bo Rickett  55 years 

2-18 Sharon & Wayman Bradley  54 years 

2-19 Olga and Calvin Waits  45 years 

2-16 Edie & Roy Choate  18 years 

 

February Camp Out 

Shady Oaks RV – Ganado, TX    Feb. 12-14. 

From Houston, take Hwy 59S, ¼ mile past Lake 

Texana Bridge on the right 

 

February Host & Hostesses are: 

  NO ONE has volunteered 

 

 

 

 
 

www.joestoons.com         --John Martine

http://www.joestoons.com/
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MARCH 2010 NEWSLETTER 

The Rovin’ Texans cancelled the February 12 thru 14 
campout scheduled to meet at Shady Oaks RV – 
Ganado, TX     
Again, as in January, the cold temperatures predicted by 
the weather forecasters a week earlier, plus several club 
members’ rigs were in shops for service and repairs.  
Don Eiland and Lee Brown cancelled the campout 
saying the anticipated turnout was roughly only 4 rigs 
which would have imposed additional camping fees on 
those that showed up.  Hopefully now, the unpleasant 
cold weather is behind us and we can start enjoying  
The Mini Rally is scheduled to be the 1st weekend in 
March.  The dates are March 4 through 7.  This year, 
the Texas Good Sam Area 15 is joining the festivities.  
The theme for this year’s Mini Rally is “Remembering 
Our School Days & the Way We Played.”  

Remember to bring one package of cookies.  Parking is 
$18/night. Howard Nelius will be serving a free 
breakfast of pancakes and sausage, Friday mornings, 
but you have to bring your own plate and utensils. 
  
Commentary: I didn’t go, but remember back in 
September, granted the weather was rainy, not COLD 
and freezing, but only seven (7) rigs showed up.  I’m 
told that everyone that made it to the campout had a 
very good time despite the low turnout.  Economics 
always plays a factor in decision making, and you never 
actually know how many rigs will every show up for a 
campout, but people enjoy gathering, visiting with each 
other, enjoying snacks and great food, playing games 
and talking about amongst each other.     
Trivia Question 

When was the first calculator built? 

http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=article&article_id=6
88&key=GDNL  

Calculator Memories 

I am amazed when I see youngsters -- even college 
students -- going to classes and carrying their 
calculators along with them. Don't get me wrong, I 
understand that it makes "ciphering" a lot easier than it 
was in the days of slates and chalk. It just makes me 
wonder if they are learning the rudiments of arithmetic. 
 

I was introduced to calculators in the days of my youth, 
too, but they were very different from the electronic 
gizmos of today. 
My first acquaintance with one was on the first summer 
job I ever had away from the farm, the summer between 
my junior and senior years of high school. I have 
written about it in the past. I was an attendant and 
grease monkey at a small service station along U.S. 65 
in Branson, Mo., long before it became the tourism 
Mecca it is today. 
Near the end of the summer, the owner of the station 
was taking a short vacation, and he offered me several 
extra hours of work if I was willing to stay late and 
close up the station for a week. Of course, I accepted. 
Well, after about 6:30 p.m., it always slowed down 
considerably, and I was left with a bit of time on my 
hands. The last assignment of each day was to total the 
day's sales from the ledger book, and the owner usually 
used his adding machine to make the calculations. 
This was a manual "calculator" with rows of keys seven 
wide and 10 deep. You keyed in the figures and then 
grasped the machine's handle and pulled it with a thump 
down. Bars went up to the level necessary to equal the 
keyed numbers on the downswing of the handle and 
then, on the upswing, displayed the number keyed in. 
You then keyed the next number to be added, and this 
time, the display gave the sum. 
The machine was interesting to this farm boy. I spent 
quite a bit of time in the couple of hours until closing 
time just keying in different amounts and watching the 
mechanics of the adding machine. It was all very 

http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=article&article_id=688&key=GDNL
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=article&article_id=688&key=GDNL


                                                            
interesting, but when closing time finally came, I took a 
carpenter's pencil that Daddy had given me and 
ciphered the day's sales the old-fashioned way. Never 
trust a machine to do what you can do in your head. 
My second acquaintance with a calculator was a slide 
rule. As the first member of my family to ever attend 
college, I was groping my way through freshman 
chemistry, and that was, of course, the calculator of 
choice (since there was no other choice in those days). 
I still have that slide rule, and I pull it out every once in 
a while just to remind myself -- and the generations 
after me -- that we did indeed do fairly complicated 
computations on that simple manual calculator of the 
past. 
In fact, I'm not sure where I would have been without it.  

Trivia Answer 
It has been 160 years since 
the first "calculator" with 
keys was patented. On Feb. 
5, 1850, a New York 
inventor named Du Bois 
Parmelee patented what was 
really an adding machine 
that he called a calculator. It 
had depressible keys but was 
a cumbersome instrument that found no market in the 
business world. 
It was nearly the end of the 19th century (1892) that the 
first practical adding machine -- a forerunner of the one 
I used at the service station -- was invented. Unlike 
Parmelee's machine, William S. Burroughs' version 
became a business standard by 1926.  
Above is a photograph of one of Burroughs' early 
"arithmometers."  
Burroughs lived a short six years after his machine was 
patented and didn't get to see his fledgling American 
Arithmometer Co. of St. Louis become a huge success. 
It later bore his name -- the Burroughs Adding Machine 
Company. 

The invention of the Texas Instrument. In the early 
1970s, the daily lives of people throughout the 
developed world were changed profoundly by the 
advent of a small electronic machine that could per-
form basic mathematical problems much more quickly 
and more accurately than they could be worked out on 
paper. Calculators expanded the math capabilities of 
everyone from high school students to businessmen. 

    

March Birthdays  
3-04 Charles Duvall 
3-07 Louise Hunt 
3-08 Lee Brown 
3-09 Barbara Craig 
3-11 Edie Choate 
3-20 Maude Ryan 
 
March Anniversaries 
3-09 Lynn and John Martine  36 years 
3-10 Robbie and John Ladd  54 years 
3-14 Jeanette and Bill Kingsley 18 years 
3-29 JoAnn and Delbert Ashcraft 52 years 
 
March Camp Out 
Couchatte RV Park Bellville, TX    March 12-14. 
From Sealy, go north 4 miles on SR-36 to FM-331.  Go 
right on FM-331, crossing over the RR tracks, go 5 
miles to Couchatte Rd.  Turn left on Couchette Rd, go 2 
miles to Nelius Rd.  continue 1 mile, drive straight into 
the Park where Nelius Rd makes the hard right turn 
west. 
March Host & Hostesses are: 
Olga Waits, Jeanette Kingsley and Peggy Duvall will be 
hostesses for the March Campout.  Jeanette Kingsley will 
present the devotional Sunday morning.                    
 

 

 
www.joestoons.com         --John Martine

http://www.joestoons.com/
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters/images/21601410/21601410_1_lg.jpg
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APRIL 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 
The Rovin’ Texans met on March 12, 13 & 14 at 
Couchatte RV, TX.  The Area 2, 12 and 15 Mini Rally 
was the Wednesday through Sunday, the week earlier 
and several members who attended the Rally, left their 
rigs for the weeks and returned to Couchatte on 
Thursday, March 10th to get in an extra day or so of 
visiting and fun. Member rigs attending this month’s 
campout were: Ashcrafts, Bradleys, Choates, Felix 
Craig, Eilands, Girouxs, Hunts, Kelleys, Kingsleys, 
Knupples, Marshalls Martines Ricketts, Robbins, Waits 
and Weiderholds. 
 
Don Eiland presided over our first business meeting of 
2010.  He offered the opening prayer and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  John Martine called the membership roll 
and read the minutes of the December meeting.  One 
change was made to the minutes and approved.  Edie 
Choate presented the Treasurer’s report.  She reported 
that back about Christmas time, she wrote a check to 
MD Anderson Cancer Center for $471.  $371 of that 
amount was money that the membership donated 
individually toward the Christmas Project.  Edie read a 
―Thank You‖ note dated January 10, 2010 that she 
received from MD Anderson Cancer Center:  
Dear Friends, 

    If you are like most people, you receive a lot of 

appeals asking for help. 

    But none of them are quite like this one. 

    You see, your contribution to M. D. Anderson’s 
Annual Fund appeal is one of the single most important 

gifts you can make this year in the battle against cancer. 

    Your gift today really counts because it helps fund the 

research that brings us closer to Making Cancer 

History® …and helps us continue to provide the very 
best in cancer research, patient care, education and 

prevention. 

    Not only that, but your gift helps save the lives of 

people all around America who come to us for care.  

Please help us to provide the best for them by giving 

what you can today.   

    Thank you! 

  
Calvin Waits gave the Wagon Master’s report. There 
were 14 member rigs present and 2 drive-ins.  
 
Sunshine Girl Carol Marshall reported for all of the 
cards she sent out for January thru March.   She 
combined her count for ―Get Well‖ and ―Thinking of 
You‖ cards.  She sent cards  to Helen Muyres, Wayman 
Bradley, Lynn Martine, John Ladd, Felix Craig, Jeannie 
Eiland,  and to John Martine.  She also sent ―Sympathy‖ 
cards to Art and Hilda Wiederhold and to Calvin and 
Olga Waits. 
 
John Martine stood and expressed his deep appreciating 
for all of the phone calls, emails and ―Get Well‖ cards 
he had received.  He said between Rovin’ Texans 
membership, work friends, his own family and Carol 
Marshall’s cards, he has received 35 – 40 ―Get Well‖ 
wishes. 
  
 Host & Hostess Calendar Girl, Sharon Bradley advised 
that the Host/Hostess and Devotional Calendar still has 
open slots for members to volunteer to host or to give a 
devotion.  Sharon noted that we need hostesses for July, 
September and October.  We need Devotional 
Presenters for June, July, September, October and 
November.  If you can sign up for any of these, please 
contact Sharon Bradley, her phone number is at the top 
of the Newsletter.  For everyone’s convenient, a copy of 
the Calendar is attached to this month’s newsletter. 
 



Don Eiland presented a brief safety topic on carbon 
monoxide poisoning.  He told of a couple that dies as a 
result of CO2 poisoning in the Fort Worth Area.  He 
stated they used their stovetop burners to heat their 
camper.  Don said this is absolutely a ―No No‖ whether 
you are camping or at home.  The stove consumes the 
oxygen in the room and replaces it with poisonous CO2  
 
Don Eiland reported on the Rovin’ Texans’ 
participation in the coordination or ―running‖ of the 
Mini Rally Silent Auction that he volunteered us for at 
the January 2nd Area Planning Meeting.  He stated that 
we volunteered asking for another club to help us out.  
Don said the Bay Area Sams agreed at the January 
meeting to help and the whole Silent Auction event was 
not only a learning experience for us, but it also brought 
the two camping clubs closer as friends.  The total 
efforts of the two clubs brought just under $1050 to the 
Area 2, 12 & 15 Mini Rally treasure.  
   
Don stated that as a result of the fellowships made 
during the Silent Auction, the Bay Area Sams, who 
typically meet on the 3rd weekend of the month, 
suggested that we each visit each other’s campouts.  
Don said we should invite them to one of our campouts 
so we could all get to know each other better and if we 
are invited to the Bay Area Sams, we should all try to 
attend their campout even though it would be a week 
later than we usually meet.  
 
Nell Giroux made a motion that we invite the Bay Area 
Sams to our August 2010 campout at Couchatte RV.  
There was a discussion about the fact that we typically 
do not have Pot Luck Dinners in August, but with a 
larger-than-normal gathering anticipated, Bill Kingsley 
suggested that we opt to have the Pot Luck Dinner and 
the Bay Area Sam’s would bring their Pot Luck too. 
 
Many, many thanks go to the Jeanette & Bill Kingsley, 
and the Harry and Barbara Robbins and the Calvin and 
Olga Waits for the plentiful Friday evening Sloppy Joes 
and all the other tasty St. Patrick Day snacks this month.  
Jeanette Kingsley presented the devotional Sunday 
morning. 
 
Don Eiland laid out some pre-registration forms for the 
upcoming Texas Spring Samboree scheduled for April 1 
– 4, 2010.  He said he would be unable to attend 
because of Jeannie’s health and was interested in 
whether or not someone could attend in his place.  He 
said the club By Laws allows for Club to cover the 
registration fee for the President or his designate.  Don 
requires that his designate attend the Opening 
Ceremony and the President’s Meeting.  

Tidbits 

Jeannie got to feeling bad Saturday afternoon so she and 
Don left the campout early.  She is scheduled to see an 
Oncologist next week.  Don is concerned about her very 
pale appearance. 
Roy and Edie Choate have a cute little dog now!  Edie 
looks to be handling motherhood quite well.  Roy is 
delighted to have the little thing. 
Helen Muyres has had that medical procedure whereby 
the doctor pumps epoxy cement into a damaged 
vertebrate.  
Olga Waits loves the Card Bing game now called 
―Lucky 13‖.  Word around the clubhouse is she won 
$169 at the Mini Rally! 
  
April Birthdays  

4-9 Bo Rickett 
4-14 Robbie Ladd 
4-24 Wendell Craig 
 
April Anniversaries 

4-20 Nell and Dick Giroux  36 years 
4-25 Carol and Chuck Mueller 40 years 
March Anniversary -- Correcting an oversight  

Art and Hilda Wiederhold  59 years 
Congratulations!  
 
April Camp Out 

Rayford Crossing RV Resort in Spring, TX 
 
April Host & Hostesses are: 
In anticipation of a larger membership turnout next 
month, Barbara Craig, Sally Craig, and Nell Giroux will 
be hosting the April Campout.  Wendell Craig will give 
the devotion Sunday morning.  
 
From Good Old Days Newsletter, March 3, 2010 – 

Vol.9, No.3 

Trivia Question 

According to old-timers, how did a crescent moon 
predict the weather?  See answer below. 

Things That Go Peep in the Night 

I am reminded this windy March morning that waiting 
for spring to come was probably the greatest test of my 
patience back in the Good Old Days. With the imminent 
arrival of the vernal equinox, I was constantly looking 
for the signs of spring. 
We had two ponds for watering stock on the old home 
place, just east of our house. To the west, at the bottom 
of a steep hill, was a spring that led to a stream that led 
to a creek that led to the White River. Water meant 



frogs. And frogs, according to Grandma Stamps, were 
the best predictors of spring. "Mark my words," she 
would say, "when you hear the peepers twice and 
they're froze back, the third time, spring will be here to 
stay." 
So, with feet aching to shed shoes and the other bonds 
of winter, I listened for the peepers.  
Usually they made their first concert sometime in 
March, about this time of year. A warm few days, with 
nights above freezing, brought out the chorus of the 
early, timid choir. It usually began a few hours before 
sunset and only went until the evening's chill ran the 
peepers back into the warm mud. After a couple of 
evenings of serenading us, a cold snap -- maybe even a 
late March snow -- would freeze them back the first 
time. 
"Two more times to go," Grandma would assure me. 
The next appearance was more robust. Usually by then 
it was early April, and the more daring members of the 
choir would sing later and later into the spring evening. 
But then a hard freeze would again chase the peeping 
and croaking back to muddy silence. 
"Just once more to hear them, mark my words," 
Grandma enjoined. 
Then came the glorious day in late April. After a cool 
start, the warmth of the springtime sun told me it had 
finally vanquished winter again. Still, I wasn't sure until, 
just before sunset, there it was—the peepers' third 
appearance. Spring's freedom had arrived! 
Nowadays I like to sit on my wooden swing under the 
walnut trees to the south of our house, particularly on 
March evenings. I like to watch the shadows grow long 
on the hillside across from our home. I like to feel the 
evening breeze waft gently across the yard. I like the 
scent of Janice's early flowers carried on that cool 
spring breeze. 
And I like to wait, patiently, for the peepers' first 
chorus. The sound carries me back to springtime in the 
Good Old Days. 
 

Trivia Answer 

Back in the Good Old Days, rain or drought during 
spring or summer could be predicted by looking to the 
crescent moon. I remember being told, again by 
Grandma Stamps, that a tilted crescent moon with a 
faint circle around it meant rain. "A moon with a circle 
brings water in its beak," the old saying went. A 
crescent moon lying on its back was a sign of dry 
weather.  

 

 

Did you know... 

...that 123 years ago on, March 3, 1887, "Miracle 
Worker" Anne Sullivan, first met her charge, Helen 
Keller? Miss Sullivan arrived at the Alabama home of 
Capt. and Mrs. Arthur H. Keller to become the teacher 
of their blind and deaf 6-year-old. Helen Keller went on 
to become a famous author and public speaker. 

...that 79 years ago on, March 3, 1931, The Star-

Spangled Banner became the official national anthem of 
the United States of America? President Herbert Hoover 
signed the bill into law. The lyrics of the anthem were 
penned by Francis Scott Key on Sept. 14, 1814, after he 
witnessed an overnight British onslaught of Fort 
McHenry, Md., during the War of 1812. The lyrics were 
coupled with a popular tune, To Anacreon in Heaven, 
later in the 19th century. 

...that 51 years ago on, March 3, 1959, comedian Lou 
Costello died? He was, of course, half of the beloved 
comedic duo of Abbott and Costello. He and Bud 
Abbott first appeared on radio's Kate Smith Hour in 
1938. Lou was just three days away from celebrating his 
53rd birthday. 
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MAY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

  The Rovin’ Texans met on April 9, 10 & 11 at Rayford 

Crossing RV Resort in Spring, TX.  Members in 

attendance were:  Felix and Sally Craig, Wendell and 

Barbara Craig, Gib Day, Eilands, Girouxs, Halberts, 

Kelleys, Kingsleys, Knupples, Marshalls, Waits, and the 

Weiderholds.   

  Don Eiland presided over our first business meeting of 

2010.  He offered the opening prayer and led the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Jeanette Kingsley called the membership 

roll and read the minutes of the March meeting for John 

Martine.  One change was made to the minutes and 

approved.  Lola Halbert presented the Treasurer’s report 
in Edie Choate absence.  Carol Marshall reported that 

she had contacted by phone, Sharon Bradley, Don 

Eiland and Betty Burchell, wishing them “Get Well” 
messages.  She contacted Wendell Craig, Robbie Ladd 

and Bo Rickett to offer “Happy Birthday” greetings and 
to the Girouxs and the Muellers, she “touched them with 
words of “Thinking of You”.    
  Calvin Waits presented the Wagon Masters report.  

There were 11 member rigs, 2 visitor rigs and 1 drive in.  

The Club was pleased to welcome our visitors to our 

campout.  They were Connie & Bill Busch from the 

Sagemont neighborhood where the Waits live and 

Arlene & John Courtney from Spring, guest of Olga and 

Calvin Waits.  The Lola and Olan Halbert’s 
granddaughter, Mallory Lambert also came to visit.  

Calvin announced that our next campout will be at 

Heartland RV Park in Huntsville.  

  President Don Eiland reminded everyone again of the 

Host and Hostess calendar openings that need to be 

filled.  

   Wendell Craig finished the devotional plaque to 

memorialize deceased Rovin’ Texan Club members.  He 
did an outstanding job on it.  Plans are to hang the 

plaque in the Savannah House at Coushatta RV Park.  A 

big appreciation “Thank You” goes to Wendell and all 

of the folks that helped research the deceased names and 

dates.  There were volumes of Club Records that had to 

be opened and read to achieve this honorable memorial. 

 
 

Good Old Days Newsletter, April 14, 2010 – Vol.9, No.5 

April Showers Bring May Flowers 

  "April showers bring May flowers" was about the 

extent of weather prediction when I was a youngster. 

Another popular adage was "Red sky by night, sailor's 

delight; red sky by morn, sailors be warned." Since I 

grew up in tornado alley, the advice of old-time weather 

sayings wasn't specific enough to predict when an April 

shower was about to turn violent. 

  I remember when there were no weather people on 

television because there was no television. The radio 

stations you might pick up at night were from faraway 

cities whose weather report was of only passing interest 

-- I was more interested in the next episode of The 

Shadow or The Lone Ranger. And if you were fortunate 

enough to get a weekly newspaper (we weren't), the 

weather information was about what had already 

happened -- not what was going to happen. There were 

no cable stations devoted solely to reporting the 

weather, no satellites gathering information and 

beaming it back to the earth.  

  Today we take for granted knowing when a spring 

storm might turn violent, when an arctic front is going 



to push into our part of the country, or when a nor'easter 

is going to blow in off the Atlantic. We spot hurricanes 

hundreds of miles before they make landfall, and 

although they're harder to predict, we often get warnings 

about tornadoes in time to seek shelter -- even if few of 

us still have the old root cellar in which to go hide. 

  I suppose that makes our lives safer and better. 

  Still, I miss the wonder of it all that I felt as a child. 

What a delicious moment it was when an early spring 

morning carried with it the surprise of late snowfall! 

That last gasp of winter in late March or early April was 

always my favorite because of its unexpectedness -- and 

because I knew this snow wouldn't last for months, only 

days.  

  And what of hot days, when the summer drought had 

melted each afternoon into one big sweltering pot? But 

then, almost without warning, puffy white clouds 

blustered and blew, and the afternoon's light and heat 

went out as fast as the candles on a birthday cake. Then 

the darkened afternoon was punctuated with rumbles of 

thunder and brilliant flashes. "Just God shootin' off 

heaven's cannons," Mama and Daddy would tell us three 

concerned kids. And that made it all right. 

  Maybe that's what I miss most. Today we have the 

ability to predict weather with pretty good accuracy. 

Back then we had to rely on weather signs, old wives' 

tales -- and something called faith. Faith and hope 

spring eternal in the mind and heart of a farmer who 

knows that tomorrow might bring the rain he needs to 

salvage his crops. A 90-day forecast of continued dry 

weather would drown that hope.  

  I'm not sure what our family would have done during 

those days with predictions of interminable months of 

drought and misery. I know where we were without 

them. We were filled with faith that the next day, the 

next week, the next month would see the end of the 

drought and misery. "April showers bring May flowers" 

-- or at least that's the way we hoped it would be back in 

the Good Old Days. 

 
  Here are a few old-time weather indicators I learned 

when I was young that you might find interesting: 

When the farm animals became restless and bellowed 

and clamored, everyone was prepared to batten down 

the hatches. The pig was the best weather sage of all. It 

was said that pigs are the only creatures that "see the 

wind." According to myth, "When pigs squeal in winter, 

there will be a blizzard. When pigs carry sticks, it will 

rain, and when they lie in the mud, there will be a dry 

spell." 

  When the cat sat by the fire more than usual or licked 

its feet, some people expected rain. When dogs began to 

dig holes, howled when someone went out, ate grass or 

refused meat, that also was a sign that rain was on the 

way. 

  Did you know that before it storms, that geese honk, 

that woodpeckers peck more furiously, that "rain crows" 

call for rain, and that robins stay close to their nests? 

Insects were the most consistent of God's creatures. You 

might call the cricket the "poor man's thermometer." If 

you count the chirps he makes in 25 seconds, then add 

37 to that number, you will get the correct temperature 

in degrees Fahrenheit. 

  Ants, too, foretell the weather. Expect stormy weather 

if they travel in lines and fair weather if they scatter. 

And watch the spiders. If they spin their webs in the 

morning, you can expect a fair day. If they destroy the 

webs, a storm will soon follow. 

  Just as we do today, folks complained that their bodies 

were barometers that indicated changes in weather. A 

coming storm affected bones, joints, muscles, sinuses -- 

even teeth and bunions. Blood pressure and changes in 

pulse also occurred. 

  Folks closely watched the big black weather vane atop 

their barns. They knew that when the wind began to 

shift, there would be a change in the weather. A wind 

changing to a clockwise motion -- a veering wind -- 

meant better weather ahead. If the wind shifted to a 

counterclockwise direction, a backing wind, bad 

weather was on the way. 

  If I see a crescent moon tilted and showing a faint 

circle around it, I recall always being told, "A moon 

with a circle brings water in its beak." A crescent moon 

lying on its back was a sign of dry weather. 

 

Tidbits 

  Lola Halbert informed everyone that Judy Ashcraft had 

surgery on April 20.  She also stated that there was no 

change in Vicki Ashcraft’s condition.  She will stop 
chemo treatments for a month due to weakness.  Lola 

asked that we keep all of the Ashcraft Family in our 

prayers.  

  Don Eiland will start chemo on April 19
th

.  He will 

have a total of 40 treatments.  He asked that all men take 

their prostate health serious and to go see your Urologist 

regularly. 

  John Martine has returned to his place of employment 

after 42 days of recuperating from his prostate surgery. 

He reports that his first PSA following his surgery is 

“less than .01”.  Lynn says that it’ a far cry from the 

PSA of 6.5 going prior to his surgery. 

Betty and Dennis Burchell had to leave Friday night due 

to a very unfortunate “flooding” problem in their coach.      
We all hated to see them have to leave.  Dennis 

determined that the flush valve on the coach toilet had 

stuck open and overflowed their coach. Dennis actually 

had a replacement toilet in the coach that he intended to 



install. He just hadn’t planned to install it under the 
circumstances of the day.  When it was realized that the 

required RV water pipe fittings were not readily 

available in the immediate area, he decided the best 

recourse was take Betty so she could be comfortable and 

he had access to all of his tools and other resources.  

  While at the campout, on Friday evening, John Martine 

received a phone call informing him that Johnny and 

Helen Muyres were not doing well.  Johnny was in the 

hospital with pneumonia and Helen was only expected 

to live a day or so. John and Lynn left Saturday morning 

at the start of the business meeting, driving their rig 

straight to Taylor Texas to visit both Helen and Johnny 

and offer any assistance they might need.   

  Lynn phoned Saturday evening to let the membership 

at the campout know that they had seen Johnny and he 

would remain in the hospital until Monday.  They 

visited Helen in her room at the SPJST Nursing Home. 

Lynn said that Helen was not doing well at all, but that 

she still had that beautiful smile and allowed Lynn to 

put lip balm on her lips and brush her hair.  

 

HELEN M. MUYRES was born in 

Granger, Texas on September 15, 1923 and passed away 

peacefully at the SPJST Nursing Home in Taylor, 

Texas, on April 11, 2010.  

 

  As a footnote, Johnny Muyres was in the Johns 

Community Hospital recovering from pneumonia.  

Johnny was released Monday, April 12th.  Helen’s niece 
from Richmond came to help Johnny and Helen about a 

week before Helen’s passing and continued to help 
Johnny through the funeral arrangements and funeral.      

 

 

   The Club sent a beautiful potted Begonia plant with a 

card that stated “With Loving Sympathy, The Rovin’ 
Texans”.  In Helen’s name, the Club will also present a 
$40 check to Helen’s favorite religious ministry, St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church C.C.E. Program in Taylor 

Texas.  C.C.E. stands for Continuous Christian 

Education. 

   Johnny Muyres was humbly surprised when he arrived 

at the funeral home Friday evening for Helen’s viewing 
and Rosary.  Gib Day met him at the entrance door!  

Arnold and Magdalene Knupple and John & Lynn 

Martine attended the Funeral Mass and graveside 

ceremonies on Saturday.  Helen was laid to rest in 

Grainger, TX.  

   Helen has been a member of the Rovin’ Texan for 29 
years! 

 

May Birthdays  

No birthdays in May 

 

May Anniversaries 

5-28 Carol and Darrell Marshall 55 years 

 
May Camp Out 

Heartland RV Park in Huntsville.  From Houston, take 

I-45N, veer right onto Hwy 59, go 11 miles, on the right 

 

May Host & Hostesses are: 

Next month, Bill and Marilyn Kelley, Lola and Olan 

Halbert and Barbara, Harry Robbins will be hosting the 

May Campout.  Lola and Olan Halbert will give the 

devotion Sunday morning.  

 

   
School will be out soon.  Plan to take the grandkids 

camping or fishing or to the mountains!  It will be fun!

 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/obituary.aspx?n=helen-m-muyres-licka&pid=141805162
http://z.about.com/d/gardening/1/0/F/P/Begonia_Sm.jpg
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JUNE 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 
  The Rovin’ Texans met on April 14, 15 & 16 at 
Heartland RV Park – Huntsville, Texas.  Membership 
participation for this campout was excellent! Attending 
were:  Audrey and Lee Brown, Felix and Sallie Craig, 
Wendell and Barbara Craig, Cathryn and Gib Day, 
Girouxs, Halberts, Kelleys, Kingsleys, Ladds, 
Marshalls, Robbins, Steigers, Waits, and Weiderholds.  
Drive ins were the Bradleys and Don Eiland.  The Club 
was especially excited to welcome Sharon and Wayman 
Bradley.  This was their first away from home campout 
since Wayman’ hospital stay and recovery.   
  Don Eiland presided over the business meeting.  He 
offered the opening prayer and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Olan Halbert called the membership roll 
and read the minutes of the April meeting for absent 
Chapter Secretary, John Martine.  One change was 
made to the minutes and approved.  There was no 
Treasury report.  Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall, 
reported that she sent “Get Well” Cards to Judy 
Ashcraft, Johnny Muyres, Rita Krebs, and Betty 
Burchell.  Also, a Sympathy Card was sent to Johnny 
Muyres.   
Carol asked for everyone to let her know of those in our 
chapter who should get a “get well” card.  She doesn’t 
want to leave anyone out who needs to hear from their 
Rovin’ Texan friends. 
  Wagon Master, Lee Brown, reported 14 member rigs 
and 2 drive ins.  Lee announced that our next campout 
will be at Artesia RV Park in Brenham. 

   A surprising and delightful twist of events awaited all 
of the Rovin’ Texans that attended the Heartland RV 
Campout; the old clubhouse has been closed and a new 
remodeled clubhouse area is now in the main building.  
Remember how much of the downstairs area of the 
“Office” used to be for registration, camp store and for 
antique sales, now the campground owner has turned it 

into meeting space, relocated the campground office to 
the other side of the building , furnished the meeting 
room with new tables and chairs and a sofa.  The 
kitchen is a fully equipped.  There is a divider between 
the kitchen and the meeting area that provides space 
for the food to be laid out. There is large screen TV 
against the wall.  Poker enthusiast won’t be 
disappointed; there is a poker table in the back area 
complete with the poker table top!  All of the upstairs 
area is now a game room, furnished with a pool table, 
air hockey, a dart board and a ping pong table.  

from the Good Old Days Newsletter, May 26, 2010 – Vol.9, 
No. 7  

Trivia Quiz: 

1. Who gave the "Golden Gate Strait" its name and 
when? 

2. How many men lost their lives in the construction of 
the Golden Gate Bridge? 

3. How long did construction take? 
4. Is the Golden Gate Bridge painted a gold color? 
5. The Golden Gate Bridge, at 4,200 feet, was the longest 

suspension bridge in the world when completed. What 
bridge took its place in 1964? 

Read the answer below. 

Golden Gate Bridge 

73 years ago, one of the great manmade marvels of the 
modern world opened. On Thursday, May 27, 1937, the 
Golden Gate Bridge opened with a special "Pedestrian 
Day" for foot traffic only. The next day, May 28, was the 
first day for regular traffic across the bridge. 



 
 

 

 
      

   Here is a Pedestrian Day pass to walk the bridge that day. 

In 2002 my dear wife Janice and I received a letter from 
Carolyn Lathrope, who was a 10-year-old living in the San 
Francisco Bay area when the famous bridge opened and 
who was one of the 200,000 people who walked the bridge 
that day. Here is Carolyn's memory of the day the Golden 
Gate Bridge opened: 

I lived in an exciting 
city when I was a child. 
Our family moved to 
San Francisco in 1934, 
when I was 7 years old. 
I was the oldest of four 
children, with three 
younger brothers. We 
lived in an area of the 
Mission District known 
as Eureka Valley. 

I attended Alvarado 
School just a block 
from our home. I 
roamed the city during 
daylight hours with a 
city map that my daddy 
had given me. 

Once on a ferry ride to 
Sausalito, we noticed 

construction going on right in the bay. Daddy said that by 
May 1937 there would be a giant bridge built over the bay. 
He promised us that he would take us to walk over the 
bridge on the opening day. 

In early May there was a fiesta that lasted for a week. We 
wore Mexican costumes and hats. The excitement was at a 
fever pitch. 

In school we learned how the big cable was spun from 
thousands of pencil-sized steel cables bound together with 
more steel. We were also told that the new structure would 
be the longest single-span bridge in the world. 

Finally the big day arrived -- May 27, 1937. We got up at 
3 a.m., packed a big lunch of bologna sandwiches, cookies 
and apples, and walked down to Market Street to take the 
streetcar. We transferred to the cable car at Powell Street. 
By 5:30 a.m. we were approaching the bridge. It was 
foggy and cold but beautiful. 

It cost a quarter each to walk across. We looked way down 
to the water. We ran back and forth, first looking out to the 
Pacific Ocean and then back to San Francisco Bay. 
Finally, when we got to the north tower and the Marin 
County line sign, Daddy took a picture of my three 
brothers -- Bud, almost 9, Jim, 7, and Charlie, 5 -- and me 
with his Brownie box camera (left). 

Fifty years later, in May 1987, some of us crossed the 
bridge again. This time the bridge was crossed by an 
estimated 300,000 people. 

Did you know...  

... that 103 years ago, May 26, 1907, movie actor John 
Wayne was born in Winterset, Iowa? The Duke, born 
Marion Robert Morrison, was in more than 170 

  movies in a career that 
spanned five decades. He died June 11, 1979.  

... that 102 years ago, May 26, 1908, drillers hit the first 
major oil gusher? It was, of course, in the Middle East 
in what today is Iran. The well, financed by British 
entrepreneur William Knox D'Arcy, hit the pocket of 
crude oil at 1,180 feet. 

... that 70 years ago, May 26, 1940, the evacuation of 
Allied troops from Dunkirk, France began? The 
evacuation brought on when British, French, Canadian 
and Belgian forces were hemmed in during the Battle of 



Dunkirk in World War II. A fleet of 850 hastily 
assembled boats moved nearly 300,000 troops across 
the English Channel in nine days of evacuation that 
lasted until June 4. 

Tidbits 

 

 
 
Gib Day, our unofficial club photographer, has 
graciously provided this photo of everyone at the May 
Campout.  
 
   Betty and Dennis Burchell, as you read last month, 
had flooding problems in their rig at the April Campout.  
They wanted EVERYONE to know how appreciative 
they were of the abundance of assistance offered to 
them in the forms of fans, towels, wet-vacuums, 
electrical extension cords, and tools and rolled up 
sleeves. 
 
   Roy and Edie Choate came home following their Big 
Ben National Park trip to find their home had been 
broken into a partially ransacked.  
Betty Burchell came home following her back surgery.  
She uses a Pain Specialist that surgically inserted 
electrical implants in her vertebrate.  The stimulator was 
turned on May 25.   
 

   Lynn Martine and her sewing friend from San 
Antonio drove to Arlington TX May 18 to attending a 4-
day Sewing Market at the Arlington Convention 
Center.  Lynn parked in a RV park about 5 miles from 
the Convention Center.  Just as John always leaves the 
chains lying on the ground by the hitch of the motor 
home when he unhooks their tow vehicle, Lynn did the 
same on this trip.   Someone, possibly a guest of the 
Park removed the ends from her tow chains and put 
them on the thief’s shorter chain, leaving the chains lie 
as they were found.    When Lynn hooked up her Jeep 
Saturday afternoon, the tow chains were too short; so 
short that she was unable to properly connect the chains 
to the Jeep and the motorhome for her return drive 
home. 

   Can you believe that!  Chain!  Who would steal chain 
of all things?  Fortunately, two 4 foot lengths of chain 
aren’t that expensive; $22 bucks at Home Depot!  It 
wouldn’t have been any more expensive for the thief to 
have bought it himself!  Well, John & Lynn are cruising 
around with shiny new chain and the thief is cruising 
with dull looking 11 year-old chain with some worn 
links that drug along the pavement.  
 
   Louise and Phil Hunt are at Blanco State Park, hosting 
again.  This is Louis & Phil’s 15th year hosting at 
Blanco State Park.  They arrived here the last week of 
March and plan to return home on Sunday, June 30th. 
 Louise reports. “When you go to your next TX state 
park, be prepared to have your TX park pass (annual 
pass) traded in for a "swipe" type card.  It takes a few 
minutes extra, but should in the long run make things 
easier when you visit a park.  It will definitely make 
record keeping easier for the Texas Parks System.” 
 
Thelma and JC Steiger are making ready to go to 
Colorado again.   
 
Sally and Felix Craig are planning to go back to 
Branson Missouri.  
 
 
 
 

Trivia Answer 

1. The Golden Gate Strait is the entrance to the San 
Francisco Bay from the Pacific Ocean, It is 
generally accepted that Golden Gate Strait was 
named Chrysophylae or "Golden Gate" by Captain 
John C. Fremont of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Topographical Engineers circa 1846. He wrote that 
he gave it this name for the same reasons that the 
harbor of Byzantium was called Chrysoceras or 
"Golden Horn." 

2. Eleven men died in the construction of the bridge. 
3. It took over four years -- from January 1933 to May 

1937 -- to complete construction. 
4. The Golden Gate Bridge is not painted a gold color. 

It is painted international orange. 
5. New York City's Verrazano-Narrows Bridge 

replaced the Golden Gate Bridge as the longest 
suspension bridge in the world in 1964. Today 
these bridges stand as numbers 8 and 9 in the list. 
The longest suspension bridge in the world today is 
the Akashi-Kaikyo in Japan. 

 

 



 
 Curtis W. Layton, former Rovin’ Texan has passed 
away.  Funeral services for Curtis W. Layton, 77, of 
Seguin and formerly of Nacogdoches was at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, June 4, 2010, at First Baptist Church of New 
Braunfels. Burial was in Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. Mr. Layton died May 31, 2010, Memorial 
Day, at his residence.  He had been battling cancer for a 
long time. 
 
June Birthdays  
6-23 Lynn Martine 
 
June Anniversaries 

6-3 Linda and Dean Milligan  54 years 
6-4 Marilyn and Bill Kelley  60 years 
6-5 Magdalene and Arnold Knuppel 56 years 

6-9 Lola and Olan Halbert   48 years 
6-11 Maudie and Charles Ryan  55 years 
6-30 Rita and Bill Krebs   47 years 

 

 

June Camp Out 

Artesian RV – from junction US-290W and SR-36N 
(west side of Brenham) go 7.2 miles west on US-290.  
RV Park is located on the left 
 

June Host & Hostesses are: 
June hosts will be Betty & Dennis Burchell and 
Magdalene & Arnold Knuppel. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
--John Martine 
 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
GOOD SAM CLUBS 

AREA 12 

ROVIN’ TEXANS CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 

 
PRESIDENT DON EILAND                281.443.2786 WAGON MASTER  LEE BROWN     281.356.8500 

1
st
 V-P  DICK GIROUX                832.293.2862 Asst. WGN MASTER CALVIN WAITS     281.484.1219 

2
nd

 V-P  JEANETT KINGLEY    281.422.8789 SUNSHINE GIRL             CAROL MARSHALL     713.477.9352  

SECRETARY JOHN MARTINE 979.865.2075 HOSTESS CALENDAR SHARON BRADLEY 979.865.1383 

TREASURER EDIE CHOATE        281.356.2848  NEWSLETTER  JOHN MARTINE 979.865.2075 

Asst. TREAS. JOANN ASHCRAFT 281.356.7438 HISTORIAN  We still need a Volunteer              

 

JULY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

  The Rovin’ Texans met on June 11, 12 & 13 at 

Artesian RV Park – Brenham, Texas.  Attending were 

Browns, Burchells, Felix and Sally Craig, Kingsleys, 

Krebs, Ladds, Marshalls, Robbins, Waits and 

Wiederholds.  The Bradleys, Knupples and Johnny 

Muyers drove in both days of the campout. 

  2
nd

 V-P Jeanette Kingsley presided over the business 

meeting.  She offered the opening prayer and led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  Jeanette called the membership 

roll and read the minutes of the May meeting for absent 

Chapter Secretary, John Martine.  Jeanette also read the 

Treasury Report.  Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall, 

reported she sent get-well cards to Edie Choate, Jeanne 

Eiland, and Audrey.  She sent a sympathy card to Linda 

Layton on the death of her husband Curtis.  The Laytons 

are former members of the Rovin’ Texans. 
Birthday wishes go out to Lynn Martine and anniversary 

wishes go to the Halberts, the Kellys, the Knupples, the 

Krebs, the Milligans and the Ryans.   

June 18
th

 would have been Johnny and Helen Muyers’ 
61

st
 anniversary.  Johnny surprised us all with cake and 

ice cream to celebrate.  He said that he would continue 

to do this each year for as long as possible.  Many 

thanks go to Johnny and what a treat it was to have him 

with us this weekend. 

Congratulations went out to John and Robbie Ladd on 

the birth of a great grandson born in May.   

 

Robbie Ladd gave us an update on Judy Ashcraft.  She 

was having some side effects from her treatments but 

seems to be better now. 

Wagon Master, Lee Brown, reported we had 10 member 

rigs present and 3 drive in.  Our next campout will be in 

Goodrich, Texas at Magnolia RV Park on July 9-11, 

2010. 

 

from the Good Old Days Newsletter, June 16, 2010 – 

Vol.9, No. 8  

Trivia Question 

What was heavyweight boxing champion Joe Louis' full 

name? 

Read the answer below. 

 

 

The Brown Bomber and Max 

Many times public attitudes have been shaped by events 

larger than the players themselves. So it was in the 

boxing world of the late 1930s. Many have heard the 

almost legendary story of the June 22, 1938, fight 

between Joe Louis and Max Schmeling. It was the 

Brown Bomber versus the German icon, the American 

versus the Nazi, good versus evil. 

But the story is much more complicated than that. 

Schmeling had claimed the heavyweight boxing title 

eight years earlier, June 11, 1930, from Jack Sharkey. 

He then lost the title to Sharkey in a rematch two years 

later.  

Meanwhile, Louis had begun his career with an 

impressive succession of victories, winning his first 27 

professional fights. He knocked out two former 

heavyweight champions, Primo Carnera and Max Baer. 

A matchup against another aging champion -- 

Schmeling -- was considered a tune-up for Louis' first 

shot at the heavyweight title. 

 



 

Original photo caption: 

Just a Rehearsal. New York: Louis, exactly 198 pounds; 

Schmeling, 192. Both men in perfect physical condition. 

In this laconic manner was the result of the traditional 

weighing-in ceremony announced when Joe Louis, 

Detroit's brown bomber, and Max Schmeling, of 

Germany, met at the New York Hippodrome to comply 

with the requirements. Here they are shown squaring off 

in fighting pose. Louis is at right. A few minutes after 

this picture was made, postponement of the fight was 

announced until the following evening.  

Photographed June 18, 1936 

 

But while Louis took the outcome for granted, 

Schmeling trained tirelessly and studied film. The 

training prepared him for a bout that would go 12 

rounds. The film showed him a chink in Louis' armor -- 

the Brown Bomber routinely dropped his left hand after 

throwing a right-hand punch, leaving him vulnerable to 

Schmeling's powerful right jab. The result: On June 19, 

1936, at a packed Yankee Stadium in New York City, 

Schmeling knocked out Louis midway through the 12th 

round, handing the Brown Bomber his first defeat. 

The undercurrents of culture and politics took over. 

Louis was already a hero to African Americans, and the 

defeat shrouded his almost mythical status. Schmeling, 

who never joined the Nazi party but understood the 

reality of Adolph Hitler's power in his homeland, was 

hailed as the model of Aryan triumph.  

Just over one year later, June 22, 1937, Louis knocked 

out Jim Braddock in the eighth round at Chicago's 

Comiskey Park and claimed the heavyweight title. But 

the taste of his loss to Schmeling was still bitter, and 

Louis told people not to refer to him as "Champ" until 

he had defeated the German. 

Another year passed. On the first anniversary of 

winning the heavyweight championship, Louis and 

Schmeling again squared off at Yankee Stadium. Some 

have said the event pulled the biggest audience in radio 

history. This time the outcome was quick and 

inevitable: Louis' lightning blows crumpled Schmeling 

just over two minutes into the first round.  Within a few 

years, both were inducted into the armies of their 

respective countries. Hitler, angry because Schmeling 

still would not join the Nazi Party, had him assigned to 

hazardous duty. In May 1941, Schmeling was reported 

killed during a paratrooper jump into Crete. Some 

American newspapers even ran his obituary. But as 

Mark Twain might quip, the reports of Schmeling's 

death were greatly exaggerated. He survived hazardous 

duty and the remainder of the war and lived to box 

again. 

After the war, Louis defended his title a few more times 

and announced his retirement in March 1947 with the 

first Schmeling bout the only blemish to his professional 

career. Meanwhile, Schmeling also returned to the ring 

but for different reasons. He had lost everything in the 

course and aftermath of World War II. Boxing made 

him enough money to buy a German Coca-Cola 

franchise, and he again became wealthy. 

Louis tried to mount a comeback in 1950 but lost to his 

successor Ezzard Charles. The Brown Bomber then won 

eight fights before suffering a knockout at the hands of 

Rocky Marciano in October 1951. This time his 

retirement was permanent, but his record of 65 wins and 

3 losses with 51 knockouts is perhaps the greatest in 

boxing history. He was enshrined in the International 

Boxing Hall of Fame in 1990. 

Schmeling surprised Louis in 1954, visiting him in 

Chicago. The pair struck up what would become an 

amicable relationship. 

Louis suffered financial setbacks and problems with the 

IRS after his retirement. When Joe Louis died on April 

12, 1981, Max Schmeling helped pay for his funeral. 

Asked about his relationship with his old foe, 

Schmeling said: "I didn't only like him; I loved him." 

Schmeling died at the age of 99 on Feb. 2, 2005. 

 

Trivia Answer 

Louis was the Brown Bomber's middle name. His full 

name: Joseph Louis Barrow. 

 

 



Did You Know... 

... that 78 years ago, on June 16, 1932, President Herbert 

Hoover was nominated to a second term as President of 

the United States? Mired in the political and economic 

woes of the Great Depression, Hoover eventually lost to 

his challenger, Democrat Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in 

the November general election. 

... that 107 years ago, on June 16, 1903, Henry Ford 

signed the letters of incorporation for the Ford Motor 

Co.? Seven years earlier Ford had built his first 

automobile in his home workshop.  

... that 126 years ago, on June 16, 1884, the first roller 

coaster opened? The great-grandfather of today's 

looping, thundering rides opened, fittingly, at Coney 

Island in Brooklyn, N.Y. It went at the breakneck speed 

of 6 miles an hour, and a ticket cost a nickel. 

A Bit of July 4th History 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Day_(United_States) 

During the American Revolution, the legal separation of 

the American colonies from Great Britain occurred on 

July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Congress 

voted to approve a resolution of independence that had 

been proposed in June by Richard Henry Lee of 

Virginia. After voting for independence, Congress 

turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence, 

a statement explaining this decision, which had been 

prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas 

Jefferson as its principal author. Congress debated and 

revised the Declaration, finally approving it on July 4. A 

day earlier, John Adams had written to his wife Abigail: 

 “The second day of July, 1776, will be the 

most memorable epoch in the history of 

America. I am apt to believe that it will be 

celebrated by succeeding generations as the 

great anniversary festival. It ought to be 

commemorated as the day of deliverance, by 

solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It 

ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, 

with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 

bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of 

this continent to the other, from this time 

forward forever more.” 

 
Photo of the Washington Monument taken July 4, 1986 

 

Adams' prediction was off by two days. From the outset, 

Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date 

shown on the much-publicized Declaration of 

Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the 

resolution of independence was approved in a closed 

session of Congress. 

One of the most enduring myths about Independence 

Day is that Congress signed the Declaration of 

Independence on July 4, 1776.  The myth had become 

so firmly established that, decades after the event and 

nearing the end of their lives, even the elderly Thomas 

Jefferson and John Adams had come to believe that they 

and the other delegates had signed the Declaration on 

the fourth. Most delegates actually signed the 

Declaration on August 2, 1776.  In a remarkable series 

of coincidences, both John Adams and Thomas 

Jefferson, two founding fathers of the United States and 

the only two men who signed the Declaration of 

Independence to become president, died on the same 



day: July 4, 1826, which was the United States' 50th 

anniversary. 

 

 

July Birthdays  
7-1 Roy Choate 

7-8 Sharon Bradley 

7-10  John Muyres 

7-14 Bill Kelley 

7-31 Calvin Waits 

 

 

July Anniversaries 

7-14 Susan and Randy Bell  28 years 

7-21 Peggy and Charles Duvall  3 years 

 

 

July Camp Out 

Magnolia RV Park -- Goodrich, Texas from Houston 

take Hwy 59N, from junction of US 59N and FM 2665, 

go east .5 miles on FM 2665 

 

 

July Host & Hostesses 
Host and Hostesses will be Lee Brown and Audrey 

Weaver. The two of them need help.  Please contact Lee 

and Audrey to offer hosting assistance. 

 

 

Open Letter from Betty Burchell… 

“… tell the members in your Newsletter that we will be 

leaving and that we are sorry we didn't get to say 

goodbye in person to a lot of them. We have enjoyed 

our time with the Rovin’ Texans and feel like we have 

made some good friendships. Maybe someday we will 

see some of you again. Chevron has done away with the 

aviation dept.   2200 Chevron employees are being laid 

off or retired. Our plans are still uncertain. Ann Arbor 

Michigan contacted Dennis and we are waiting to get an 

offer from them.  Dennis has received 3 other inquiries 

from oil companies to see if he would be interested in 

consulting work. If Ann Arbor doesn't work out, we will 

be full timing it and probably do the consulting from the 

RV. We will be fine. Our house went up for sale June 

15th. We expect to be leaving the area permanently 

sometime between Aug. 15 and Sept 15. Right now, 

that's all we know.” 

 

 

 
 

 
 

www.joestoons.com  

 

 

 

--John Martine 

 

 

http://www.joestoons.com/
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AUGUST 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 

  The Rovin’ Texans were scheduled to meet on July 9, 

10 & 11 at Magnolia RV in Goodrich, Texas.  Due to 

storm weather concerns by more than half of the 

Chapter Membership that had initially told the Calling 

Committees they intended to make the Campout, they 

called up the Wagon Master and the President and 

cancelled out.  The decision was made to cancel the 

campout and the calling committees were advised to 

pass along to all of names on their calling list.  One lone 

Rovin’ Texan rig did not get the cancellation advisory 

and arrived Friday afternoon to a nearly empty 

campground, not counting the permanent residents.  

Needless to say, they were disappointed.  They really 

were planning on a fun filled weekend with wonderful 

friend. 

 

from the Good Old Days Newsletter, July 7, 2010 – 

Vol.9, No. 9 

Trivia Question 
When was the term "Liberty Bell" first used? Read the 

answer below. 

 

 

Let Freedom Ring 

"Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land unto all the 

inhabitants thereof." 

That quote from Leviticus 25:10 was inscribed on what 

came to be known as the Liberty Bell when it was cast 

in 1753. To this day, the bell stands as a symbol of 

freedom that tolls in the hearts of all Americans, even if 

the bell itself is silent. 

 

We have just passed Independence Day -- the 

anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of 

Independence -- but the first public reading of the birth 

certificate of our nation was not held until July 8, 1776. 

On that day, 234 years ago tomorrow, the bell in the 

tower of the Pennsylvania State House (now known as 

Independence Hall) rang out a summons to the people of 

that great city to hear the words that would shape a 

nation and a world:  

"We hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are 

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable Rights that among these are 

Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. …" 

It is fitting that the bell that pealed freedom should 

come to be known as the Liberty Bell.  

Fearful that the bell might be stolen by the British and 

melted down for munitions; the bell was taken down 

and hidden until after the War of Independence. This 

was no small task; the bell weighs just over a ton and is 

12 feet in circumference at the lip (or the bottom). In 

1781, it was returned to Philadelphia, the home of the 

Continental Congress and the nation's capital from 1790 

to 1800. 

The bell was cast to commemorate the 50th anniversary 

of Pennsylvania's original constitution. It rang for many 

important events including, ironically, the coronation of 

King George III in 1761. Later it would gather the 

citizens of Philadelphia to debate the Stamp Act of 1765 

and pealed to announce the battles of Lexington and 

Concord. 

 

When did the Liberty Bell receive its famous crack? 

There are many theories and disputes. The most credible 

seems to be that it cracked as it was ringing for the 



funeral of John Marshall, chief justice of the United 

States. The date: July 8, 1835, 59 years to the day after 

the first public reading of the Declaration of 

Independence.  

The crack worsened in 1846 when the bell fracture was 

drilled in an attempt to allow it to be used to 

commemorate George Washington's birthday. After 

that, it was deemed unsuitable for normal use, but the 

bell continued to be tapped ceremoniously on special 

occasions. Probably the most famous of its audible 

reincarnations was on June 6, 1944, when a recording of 

its toll was played on radio stations across the nation to 

announce the D-Day invasion of Europe by Allied 

forces. Special hammers were made to ensure there 

would be no further damage to the bell. 

In 1950, the U.S. Treasury Department commissioned 

replica bells to be cast and donated to each state. If you 

would like to know where the replica is in your state, 

you may visit the site of the 

http://www.libertybellmuseum.com/exhibits/statebells/i

ndex.htm . The site also contains a lot of Liberty Bell 

information and trivia. 

The Liberty Bell was moved to a new pavilion about 

100 yards from Independence Hall in 1976 in 

commemoration of America's Bicentennial celebration. 

Still owned by the city of Philadelphia, the Liberty Bell 

is overseen by the National Park Service in the City of 

Brotherly Love. 

 

Special note:  Of the 50 full size replicas of the Liberty 

Bell, #21 is located at Texas A&M University. 

 

Trivia Answer 
The Liberty Bell name was coined in an abolitionist 

pamphlet, The Anti-Slavery Record, in Feb. 1835. The 

phrase is used on page 23 of the publication and reads 

as follows: 

The Liberty Bell. Being in Philadelphia a few days 

since, I was invited after viewing the room in which the 

Declaration of Independence was signed, to ascend the 

tower of the State House, to take a view of the city. The 

view was delightful. On our ascent, we did not fail to 

examine the celebrated Bell. It weighs 2300 pounds, and 

was cast 23 years before the Declaration of 

Independence was signed. On that occasion it was rung, 

and has been rung every 22d February and 4th of July 

since. It is remarkable that the following inscription was 

on the bell when it was cast. It was considered a sort of 

prophecy: "Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land 

unto all the inhabitants thereof." May not the 

emancipationists in Philadelphia, hope to live to hear 

the same bell rung, when liberty shall in fact be 

proclaimed to all the inhabitants of this favored land? 

Hitherto, the bell has not obeyed the inscription; and its 

peals have been a mockery, while one sixth of "all 

inhabitants" are in abject slavery. 

 
 

The American Association for the Advancement of 

Science made a recording of a virtual Liberty Bell as it 

may well have sounded when it called the citizens of 

Philadelphia to hear the first reading of the Declaration 

of Independence.  

You will need an audio clip player on your computer 

that can play RealAudio sound bites. The link also 

contains the sound the bell would make if it was rung 

today with its fissure. 

 

Did You Know... 

... that 80 years ago, on July 7, 1930, work began on the 

Hoover Dam? More than 21,000 workers finished the 

dam two years ahead of schedule and millions of dollars 

under budget.  

... that 69 years ago, on July 8, 1941, future Hall-of-

Famer Ted Williams hit a walk-off three-run homer in 

the bottom of the ninth inning to end the All-Star Game 

in Detroit? The Boston slugger went on to bat .407 for 

the season. He was the last major leaguer to hit above 

.400. 

... that 60 years ago, on July 7, 1950, Gen. Douglas 

MacArthur was named commander of the United 

Nations forces in Korea? 

August Birthdays 

 8-2  Carol Marshall 

 8-5  Dick Giroux 

 8-24 Art Wiederhold 

 8-26   Olga Waits 

 

August Anniversaries 

None for this month 

 

August Camp Out 

Couchatte RV Ranch in Bellville  For those of you that 

do not know, there is a new paved speedway from FM-

331 all the way to the City of Bellville.  Nelius Rd is in 

GREAT shape! 

 

 

August Host & Hostesses 
Host and Hostesses will be Sharon Bradley and Carol 

Marshall.  Carolyn Mueller is scheduled to present the 

Sunday Devotional 

 

http://www.libertybellmuseum.com/exhibits/statebells/index.htm
http://www.libertybellmuseum.com/exhibits/statebells/index.htm


 

Open Letter from Betty Burchell…Dated July 21, 

2010 

“As you know we have been waiting to see if Den had a 

job after Chevron did away with aviation. Well 

yesterday, he got a job but it was for the manager of the 

San Francisco Airport. It was a demotion and a 2 year 

only position.  He turned it down and we will be retiring 

around the middle of September. This Friday we leave 

for Fl to find an area we would like to retire in. We will 

be gone for 3 weeks and back on Aug 16th.  

He has had three oil companies offer him consulting 

work and that is enough with our little retirement to 

make it fine. He will get 10 weeks severance plus our 

401K. Our house has been on the market for 3 weeks 

and we have our fingers crossed that we will get a buyer 

while we are gone. We plan to downsize big time and 

will have an estate sale when the house is sold. That is 

all I can tell you at this time. Will keep you informed.” 
…Betty 

 

Some Research on the Liberty Bell 

 

Legend holds that on July 8, 1776, the ringing of the 

Liberty Bell summoned citizens to hear the first public 

reading of the Declaration of Independence. The bell 

arrived in Philadelphia in 

1752, purchased for the 

Pennsylvania State 

House (Independence 

Hall). When the bell 

arrived from England 

where it had been cast, it 

developed a small crack 

on the first ringing, 

apparently due to some 

casting flaws. Local 

foundry workers ended 

up breaking up the bell 

and re-casting it after 

attempts to repair the cracking failed.  

A replacement bell was obtained from England and used 

routinely to sound the hours while the Liberty Bell was 

reserved for special occasions. The bell was tolled 

frequently, leading to complaints from those who lived 

nearby.  

As the British moved to occupy Philadelphia during the 

war, the bell was 

removed and 

hidden under a 

church in 

Allentown, so it 

could not be melted 

down to create cannons.  

After the war, the bell was returned and frequently 

rang during the following decades. On Washington's 

Birthday in 1846 the severely cracked bell rang for the 

final time.  

Over the years this icon to freedom traveled frequently 

to expositions and world fairs. In 1915 the bell 

traveled cross country by train to San Francisco for an 

exposition, stopping frequently along the way. In 2003 

the Bell was permanently housed in the Liberty Bell 

Center across from Independence Hall. The 2000 

pound bell is owned by the city of Philadelphia and is 

seen by over 1.5 million visitors each year.  

The Bell is located on Independence Mall between 5th 

and 6th Streets, and is open 9am - 5pm daily. Visitors 

must first pass through a security screening facility. 

 

Normandy Liberty Bell 

 
 

The Normandy Liberty Bell is an exact replica of the 

Liberty Bell, and is tuned to the same E-flat note the 

Liberty Bell once sounded before it cracked in 1846. 

A French individual, Patrick Daudon, commissioned 

this replica of the Liberty Bell to coincide with the 60th 

anniversary of the D-Day invasion. He chose the Liberty 

Bell because the Bell was struck seven times on D-Day 

by the Philadelphia mayor to spell out the word 

"Liberty." The Normandy Liberty Bell will tour the 

United States for a period of two years, starting in July 

2005. 

The Normandy Liberty Bell was first rung on June 6, 

2004 on the shores of Normandy to commemorate the 

60th anniversary of D-Day. It was first rung in the 

United States on July 4, 2005 outside of the Liberty Bell 

Center on Independence Mall as part of the "Let 

Freedom Ring" ceremony. 

 

You can hear the sounds of this bell ringing at this link: 

http://www.ushistory.org/libertybell/more/normandybell

.htm  

http://www.ushistory.org/libertybell/more/normandybell.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/libertybell/more/normandybell.htm


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

www.joestoons.com  

 

 

 

--John Martine 

 

 

http://www.joestoons.com/
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SEPTEMBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

  The Rovin’ Texans met at Coushatte RV in Bellville, 

Texas on August 13, 14 & 15.   

   President Don Eiland led the membership in an opening 

prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, as he 

called the business meeting to Order. 

   John Martine called the roll. Members in attendance 

were Ashcrafts, Bradleys, Choate, Day, Duvalls, Eilands, 

Hunts, Kingsleys, Knupples, Krebs, Ladds, Martines, 

Milligans, Muyer, Ricketts, Robbins, Waits and 

Wiederholds.  

   The previous business meeting minutes were not read 

because the Secretary failed to bring the minutes of the 

June campout meeting. 

   Edie Choate read the Treasurers report. 

   We did not have a Sunshine Girl report. 

   Calvin Waits, our Wagon Master, reported there were 14 

member rigs present and we had three (3) drive-ins.  He 

stated the next campout would be at Cedar Grove RV in 

Ames, TX. 

   Sharon and Wayman Bradley announced that they are 

the proud great-grandparents of Max Putonti born in 

February.  John and Robbie Ladd announced the birth of a 

great-grandson born in May; his name is David Jaques.  

Roy and Edie Choate beam with pride declaring their 

great-granddaughter, Ellison Joyce Taylor also born in 

May. Olga and Calvin Waits are excited about the birth of 

their great-grandson, Grayson Calvin Shippy born in July.  

The membership offered congratulations to all of the 

Great-Grandparents. 

   There was no old business to discuss this month. 

   Don Eiland expressed his appreciation and that of the 

entire membership to Mildred Rickett for stepping up and 

volunteering to give the Sunday morning Devotional.   

   There was short discussion of the open slots for Host & 

Hostess for the remainder of the year.     The October 

Hostess will be Jeanne Eiland, Louise Hunt and Jeanette 

Kingsley.  

   Don Eiland stated that the Assistant Wagon Master has 

the hardest and most thankless job in the Club.  Don 

wanted to discuss the reduction of the number of locations 

the club would travel to in an attempt to increase club 

participations/attendance at more favorable camping 

locations and to direct the Assistance Wagon Masters to 

reserve our campouts at these locations.  There was an 

idea suggested as to how to determine which campgrounds 

were more popular, but in the end, the membership failed 

to support any change to the method of campground 

selection by Assistant Wagon Masters.  It was pointed out 

that much of our some of our problems this year stem from 

the transferring of incomplete records by the resignations 

of recent Wagon Masters because of the failing health 

issues. 

   Jeanette Kingsley reported to the membership that unless 

there was objection to her Christmas Dinner menu; 

Chicken Fried Steak W/Cream, Gravy, Grilled BBQ 

Chicken, German Potatoes, Green Beans, Cole Slaw and 

Hot Rolls W/Butter.  She placed her order with Howard 

Nelius following the meeting.  There was unanimous 

agreement. 

   There was no potluck. (The Host & Hostesses were 

prepared to also host the Bay Area Sams, the Club that we 

worked with during the Mini Rally Silent Auction.        

Don Eiland apologized for letting the invitation slip his 

mind.  His and Jeanne’s health issues have taken up so 

much of his attention, he forgot to follow through with the 

invitation-to-camp with us this month.) 

   On a more somber topic, Lee Brown’s sister passed 

away on Friday, August 13th.  She was buried near San 

Saba, TX and then on Monday, August 16th, he lost a 

brother.  The brother as buried under a big oak tree near 

Crockett, TX on a 500 acres property he owned.   Lee says 

that over the last three months, he and his 5 other brothers 

and sisters have had to deal with some challenges.  His 

oldest sister is 96 years old and all of them have been 

trying to be as supportive as they possible could be 

considering the long travel (at their ages) to visit each 

other and be with each other during their times of support 

and sorrows.   



   Lee had to relinquish his Wagon Master duties during 

these stressful months.  He is especially appreciative of 

Calvin Wait’s stepping forth to assume the Wagon Master 
responsibilities in his absence.  Calvin is our Assistant 

Wagon Master.  Calvin is scheduling all of our 2011 

campouts. 

   Denise and Betty Burchell are headed to Florida in the 

next week or so to look at homes in the Punta Gorda area.  

This area is south of Saratoga and north of Fort Meyers.  

Punta Gorda has a development that is a bay inlet 

community that 

will give Dennis an 

opportunity to get 

back into boating 

again.  Previously 

when he and Betty 

lived in Florida, he 

loved boating.   

Dennis says there 

are about 11 homes 

in this development 

he wants to look at.      

   Sally and Felix 

Craig are having computer and printer issues.  They are 

holding off on buying new until a nephew can check-out 

their old equipment.   

   Peggy Duvall is out of the hospital.  She was admitted to 

the hospital on the Friday following the last campout for 

sever back pain.  Peggy said she has some pain while at 

the campout but then the pain progress to the point it was 

intolerable.  Her doctor had to remove or reposition a bone 

graft that has slipped and was pressing on her nerve.  She 

was released from the hospital on August 25th.  Peggy says 

that Charles has been a really ―good housewife‖.  She is 
getting around with a walker and her two piece back brace. 

   Harry Robbins felt ill on Saturday of our last campout.  

He was worried because he had a tingling sensation all 

over and was concerned that he may be about to 

experience a heart attack.  By the grace of God and his 

good fortune, he learned that it was not his heart, though 

he doesn’t know exactly why he experienced what he did.  

He suspects medications.   

   Barbara Robins has been experiencing a cold feeling for 

some time and she went in on Monday, August 30th for an 

EKG.  She doesn’t know her prognoses yet. 

 

   Lynn Martine took several days off from John her 

sewing routine and drove to Austin and visited with her 

cousin, Cheryl.  Lynn helped her cousin secure a new 

passport and offered opinions toward certain bathing suits 

that her cousin tried on for a planned Bahamas vacation 

coming up in September.   

 

http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/featured_story.php  

A Note for Teacher 

One little sleepyhead learned her lesson the hard way. 

By Audrey Corn 

 

My little sister, Jennie, hated to get out of bed in the 

morning. Jennie and I attended school in Brooklyn, N.Y., 

in the 1940s. That was a long time ago, but I can still hear 

Mama's voice. 

"Children, it's time to wake up," she'd call. Then, a little 

later, she'd call again: "Jennie, are you up yet?" 

I'd be dressed and on my way to the kitchen when the third 

call came. "Jennie, get out of bed this minute! You'll be 

late for school." Mama insisted. 

But Jennie always made it to school on time, thanks to 

Mama, who practically pushed her out the door. "Here's 

your book bag, Jennie. . . . Here's your coat, Jennie. . . . 

Let me retie your hair ribbon, Jennie. You'll get out of the 

house faster if I do it." 

One day, Mama decided enough was enough. "Tomorrow 

morning, I will wake you one time, Jennie. After that, 

you're on your own," Mama warned solemnly. 

Mama had made the same threat too many times. I didn't 

believe her for a minute -- and neither did Jennie. But the 

next morning, Jennie was under the covers, fast asleep, 

when I left for school. 

I wanted to stay home to see what happened next, but that 

would have made me late for school. My curiosity would 

have to wait. 

Jennie went straight to her room after school. Her eyes 

were red-rimmed, as though she had been crying. 

When I asked Mama, Mama simply shrugged and said that 

she had written a late note for Jennie to give to her teacher. 

She declined to elaborate any further on the subject. 

By the time Papa came home from work and we sat down 

to eat, I was dying from curiosity. Our family always 

discussed the day's events during dinner. My chicken and 

mashed potatoes grew cold as I listened to Mama tell Papa 

about the events of that morning. 

It seemed that Mama had kept her word this time. Around 

9:30, a very surprised Jennie had poked her head out from 

under the covers and discovered that she had overslept. 

Jennie hurriedly put on her school clothes and rushed out 

to the kitchen. Mama calmly asked Jennie what she would 

like for breakfast. 

Jennie had expected Mama to keep her breakfast waiting 

so she could wolf it down and dash off to school. 

But Mama shook her head sadly. Breakfast was long since 

over. Mama had put away the food and washed the dishes. 

However, Mama would be happy to cook some fresh 

oatmeal. Or maybe Jennie would like some pancakes? 

"Oatmeal and pancakes take time!" 

"About 30 minutes," Mama agreed. 

Jennie settled for Rice Krispies and cold milk. My sister 

urged Mama to hurry, but Mama seemed in no rush. With 

maddening precision, she laid out a neatly folded napkin 

and lined up the sugar bowl just so. Finally, Mama 

selected a spoon from the silverware drawer and a bowl 

from the cupboard. 

http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/featured_story.php


Jennie watched with mounting impatience as Mama 

carefully poured out the Rice Krispies, making sure not to 

drop a single one. Mama was equally careful not to spill a 

droplet of milk. 

"I need an excuse note to get into school," Jennie reminded 

Mama between gulps of cereal. Mama nodded pleasantly, 

and went off to find proper stationery. "Just tear off a sheet 
from your telephone pad," Jennie begged. 

Mama eventually returned with her box of good vellum 

paper. She carefully wiped off her place at the kitchen 

table and sat down, pen in hand. 

Mama studied the blank page. It was growing later by the 

minute.  

"Mama, just write 'Please excuse my daughter, Jennie, for 

arriving late to school. Jennie woke up with a bad 

stomachache, but she seemed much better after several 

hours of bed rest,'" Jennie dictated. 

"Are you telling me to write a lie?" Mama asked in a 

shocked tone.  

A lie was exactly what Jennie wanted. But being a well-

brought-up little girl, Jennie could not come right out and 

say so. 

Mama uncapped her fountain pen and wrote in her finest 
hand. Elegant script takes time. Jennie stood at the front 

door and waited while Mama folded the excuse note neatly 

in half, slipped it into its matching envelope and licked the 

gummed strip. 

Jennie was out the door in a flash. At school, she 
confidently handed the late note to her teacher. Jennie's 
teacher read Mama's note. Then, to Jennie's surprise, her 

teacher told her to carry Mama's note to the principal's 

office. The principal read Mama’s note twice: first to 
himself, then out loud to Jennie. Mama had written the 

truth. The entire truth. 

Jennie was mortified. To her horror, she burst into tears. 
The principal let Jennie sit in his office until her sobs 
subsided. 

Jennie received no further punishment from the principal 

or her teacher. Perhaps they decided that Mama's 

embarrassing letter had been punishment enough. 

Mama seemed to agree with the school. At supper that 

night, Mama gave Jennie an extra-large slice of apple pie. 

Jennie had had a hard day; I did not complain. Who could 

predict? Tomorrow might be my hard day. 

Love and discipline. Authority and compassion. Looking 

back, my elders juggled their responsibilities with humor 

and grace in the Good Old Days. 

 

September Birthdays 

9-1 – Sally Craig 

9-1 – Lola Halbert 

9-1 – Darrell Marshall 

9-8 – Magdalene Knuppel 

9-10 – Rita Krebs 

9-13 – Susan Bell 

9-21 – Olan Halbert 

9-23 – Mildred Rickett 

9-29 – Nell Giroux 

 

September Anniversaries 

9-7 – Wendell & Barbara Craig 53 years 

9-26 – Felix & Sally Craig  57 years 

 

September Camp Out  

The September Campout will be at Cedar Grove RV in 

Ames, Texas, September 10th, 11th, and 12th.  Ames is 4 

miles east of Liberty Texas. 

 

September Host & Hostesses are: 

Hostess for the September meeting are Mildred Rickett 

and JoAnn Ashcraft.  Edie Choate volunteered to be a 

third Hostess in anticipation of a larger than usual 

attendance. 

Carol Marshall will present the Devotional Sunday 

morning. 

 

With schools open again… 

Should I Tutor My Grandchild? 
http://www.grandparents.com/gp/content/expert-advice/ask-the-

therapist/article/should-i-tutor-my-grandchild.html?obref=obinsite  

I am a retired math teacher and I occasionally tutor my 

nine-year old grandson in the subject. But my daughter 

tells me that my approach is old-fashioned, and that I 

confuse my grandson by teaching him my way. Do you 

think I should stop helping him?  

by Susan Stiffelman 

Absolutely not! I would urge you to continue to share 

your passion for math with your grandson. What a 

wonderful gift it is to him to have a grandparent who is 
an expert in the subject.  

But (did you see that big but coming?), you are going to 

have to make sure that your help isn't doing more harm 

than good. The approach to teaching math has changed 

many times in the past few decades. Where the emphasis 

used to be on arithmetic and working out problems, it is 

now more inclusive of teaching concepts and ideas. More 

important, traditional ways of solving problems have 

given way to a variety of approaches, some of which may 

be different from the way you were taught — and the 
way you were taught to teach it.  

It can be confusing to a youngster if his teacher explains 

things one way, and his grandparent explains it another. 

Many children get anxious when the help they receive 

outside school doesn't match the way it's shown in the 
classroom.  

"That's not how the teacher does it!" is a comment you'll 

hear as these kids struggle to embrace a new — even 

simpler or better — approach to solving a problem if it 

http://www.grandparents.com/gp/content/expert-advice/ask-the-therapist/article/should-i-tutor-my-grandchild.html?obref=obinsite
http://www.grandparents.com/gp/content/expert-advice/ask-the-therapist/article/should-i-tutor-my-grandchild.html?obref=obinsite


contradicts the way he's taught at school. In this realm, 

children can be inflexible, fearful that there is only one 

right way to do math — and the teacher knows what that 
is.  

I'm also concerned that your grandson seems to be telling 

his mom that he's confused after you tutor him, but he 

isn't telling you this directly. Make sure your grandson 

feels comfortable enough to tell you if he's mixed up 

when you're tutoring him. Give him the freedom to ask 

you to slow down, or perhaps to inject some of the 

terminology he's more familiar with into your 
explanations.  

Let me also suggest a conference with the teacher to 

clarify whether he's doing fine in math or showing 

evidence that your help is confusing him and bringing his 

scores down. Of course, only take part in or suggest such 

a conference with the blessing of your grandson's 
parents. 

There are many good websites and books that will help 

you feel more at ease with some of the changes reflecting 

the contemporary approach; a mathematician like you 

probably won't find the new math intimidating. As an 

added benefit, the new learning will be a chance for you 
to keep your brain cells active — something we all need!  

If you discover that there's too much difference between 

math as you understand it, and math the way your 

grandson is learning it, there are still many things you 

can do to help him become more proficient in the subject. 

There are wonderful hands-on math games and puzzles 

that will help him solidify his math skills yet don't 

depend on new math concepts. I urge you to explore 

options in the education section of your local bookstore, 

or visit an educational-supply store for teachers where 

they sell logic puzzles, board games, and manipulative 

that enhances a child's math abilities. And don't forget, 

there are many simple math-related activities that you 

can do at home; what better way to learn fractions than to 
bake cookies.  

When you take it one step at a time, the bonding and 

educational moments will certainly add up! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

www.joestoons.com  

 

--John Martine 
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OCTOBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 
 

  The Rovin’ Texans met at Cedar Grove RV in Ames, 

Texas, September 10th, 11th, and 12th.  

   President Don Eiland led the membership in an opening 

prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, as he 

called the business meeting to Order. 

   No meeting minutes were read. 

   Edie Choate read the Treasurers report. 

   Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall’s report covered a three 

month period for July, August and Sept.  She sent cards 

during this time to Lola, Betty, John Ladd (3 cards), Nell, 

Roy, Edie (2 cards), Peggy (2 cards), Harry and Barbara 

Robbins, and a Sympathy card to Lee Brown.  

   Wagon Master, Lee Brown reported 15 rigs present and 

no drive-ins.  Next month's meeting will be at Rayford 

Crossing RV Park in Spring.  

   There was no old business to discuss this month. 

   New Business.  Don Eiland stated the need to appoint a 

nominating committee, at this meeting consisting of three 

current officers.  The nominating committee will submit a 

slate of candidates at the October meeting.  The election 

will take place at the November meeting.  New officers 

will take office on January 1, 2011.  President Don Eiland, 

Assistant Wagon Master Calvin Waits, and Treasurer Edie 

Choate were appointed as the nominating committee. 

   Don Eiland announced that Sallie would take up the non 

elective position of Historian. 

   Wendell Craig volunteered to be the Assistant Wagon 

Master for next year. 

   There was a discussion about the campground 

experiencing low voltage.  Calvin asked the club's opinion 

of the Cedar Grove RV Park considering some of the 

problems experienced; he wanted to know if he should 

cancel our reservation for next year.  Following a short 

discussion and everyone agreed Calvin should find a new 

campground.  

   Don thanked the Hostesses and announced that next's 

month's would be the Eilands, Hunts and Martines.  

    

 

October Birthdays 

10-11 – Marilyn Kelley 

10-13 – Felix Craig 

10-15 – Randy Bell 

10-22 – Betty Burchell 

10-23 – Hilda Wiederhold 

10-27 – Peggy Duvall 

10-30 – Wayman Bradley 

10-30 – Dean Milligan 

 

October Anniversaries 

10-20 – J.C. & Thelma Steiger 64 years 

 

October Remembrance 

 Bill Ashcraft left us on October 6, 2004.  
http://remembrancebook.com/remembrance-poems-memorial-services-
eulogies/78-holes-floor-heaven-funeral-music.html  
 
October Camp Out  
Our next campout is at Rayford Crossing October 8-10th.  

  

October Host & Hostesses: 

Jeanne and Don Eiland, Louise and Phil Hunt and Lynn 

and John Martine will be hostesses for the October 

Campout.   

 
From the editor of  Good Old Days Magazine, 
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=issue&issu
e_id=179  
 

Turned 80! 

http://remembrancebook.com/remembrance-poems-memorial-services-eulogies/78-holes-floor-heaven-funeral-music.html
http://remembrancebook.com/remembrance-poems-memorial-services-eulogies/78-holes-floor-heaven-funeral-music.html
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=issue&issue_id=179
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=issue&issue_id=179


My dear wife Janice is my favorite redhead. She wouldn't 

be a bit jealous to know that I have a favorite blonde as 

well, mainly because that blonde is now in her 90s -- in 

human years, at least. She exists only in the folds of the 

funny papers where she is perpetually a young, vibrant, 

40ish beauty with a loving husband and two great kids. If 

you're as avid a reader of the comics as I am, you are 

probably aware that my favorite blonde -- and her 

bumbling beau as well -- are celebrating a very important 

anniversary. 

I am talking about Blondie and Dagwood Bumstead, who 

celebrated their 80th anniversary on September 8th. Their 

comic strip, Blondie, made its debut on Sept. 8, 1930, 

featuring Blondie as a flapper and Dagwood as just one of 

her many suitors. 

Click on the image of Dagwood kissing Blondie to visit 

the King Features website about the comic strip or go to 
http://www.kingfeatures.com/features/comics/blondie/about.htm  

 
The comic strip was created by the great cartoonist Chic 

Young. Dagwood, the heir to the lucrative Bumstead 

Locomotive Works, was forbidden by his parents to woo -- 

much less marry -- the gold-digging, ditzy Blondie. 

Dagwood gave up his inheritance for love, marrying the 

sweet flapper on Feb. 17, 1933. Click here to see a Library 

of Congress collection of strips, donated by Chic Young's 

daughter, Jeanne Young O'Neil, showing the courtship and 

marriage of Dagwood and Blondie. Click here to see the 

wedding-day panel. 

Today the comic strip is inked under the direction of 

Chic's son, Dean Young. Its storyline has always stayed 

fresh, which is why Blondie is enjoyed daily in about 

2,300 newspapers, and read daily by an estimated quarter 

of a billion people in 55 countries in more than 35 

languages (according the King Features statistics). 

How successful has it been? It has even changed our 

language! The "Dagwood sandwich" became an entry in 

Webster's New World Dictionary because of the 

gargantuan gastronomic creations over the years from the 

Bumstead refrigerator. Webster's definition is: "a thick 

sandwich with a variety of fillings, often of apparently 

incompatible foods." 

 

Blondie never would have been so successful if it had been 

only a story of perpetual romance. When Dagwood 

forsook wealth in the midst of the Great Depression to 

marry the love of his life, it perhaps foreshadowed the 

abdication of King Edward VIII to marry Wallis Simpson 

three years later. (Could it be that King Edward was a 

reader of Blondie?) Instead of leading a life of plenty, 

Blondie and Dagwood settled into a modest home and then 

coped with all the fun and foibles life dealt out.  

I could always see myself in Dagwood -- hardworking, but 

sometimes lazy; a good husband, but sometimes 

maddening; a loving father, but sometimes quick-

tempered. And I make a mean sandwich too! 

I could also see some of Janice in Blondie -- resourceful, 

faithful and forgiving. It is easy to understand why 

Dagwood loves her so, even after all these years. 

So as my favorite comic couple celebrates 80 years, I have 

to thank Chic and Dean Young, and all the folks at King 

Features for keeping the Bumsteads visiting our home 

every day. May Blondie enjoy another 80 years of 

entertaining families around the world! 

 
Did you know that Blondie was a successful movie series 

and radio program as well? There were 28 Blondie films 

from 1938 to 1950 starring Arthur Lake and Penny 

Singleton as Dagwood and Blondie. On radio, Blondie 

played 11 seasons on CBS, NBC and ABC, with Lake and 

Singleton reprising their roles from the Blondie films in 

the early years. 

 
 

 

 

 
--John Martine

http://www.kingfeatures.com/features/comics/blondie/about.htm
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/blondie/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/blondie/images/uc02857u.jpg
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OCTOBER 2010 NEWSLETTER 

 
   The Rovin' Texans met at Rayford Crossing RV 
Resort on Oct. 9, 2010.  President, Don Eiland opened 
the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

    
 

  
 
Members in attendance were: Browns, Felix Craig, 
Wendell Craig, Eiland, Giroux, Hunt, Kingsley, 
Marshall, Martine, Robbins, Waits, Wiederhold.   
  We did not have a Treasurer’s Report.  Wagon Master, 
Lee Brown reported 10 rigs present and 2 drive-ins.   
   Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall reported sending Get 
Well cards to Peggy Duvall, Bill Kingsley, Jeanie 
Eiland, Sharon Bradley; Birthday wishes to Randy Bell, 
Wayman Bradley, Betty Burchell, Felix Craig, Dean 
Milligan, Peggy Duvall, Hilda Wiederhold and Marilyn 
Kelley. 
Carol Marshall has been our Sunshine Girl for 3 years 
now.  She has offered to give up the Sunshine girl job to 
anyone that wished to take it up.  She will continue if 
there are no volunteers.  

    
 

  
 
   The minutes of the last three meetings, (June, August 
and September) were read.  There was no July meeting. 
Minutes were approved as read.  
  
Old Business 
   Don Eiland announced the Nominating Committee 
proposed slate of officers for 2011 are: 
 

President:     Don Eiland 
1st Vice President:    Wendell Craig 
2nd Vice President:   Dick Giroux 
Secretary:     Lynn Martine 
Treasurer:    Jo Ann Ashcraft 
Wagon Master:    Calvin Waits 
Asst Wagon Master:   Jeannet Kingsley 
Historian:     Sally Craig  

   
   Voting on the slate will be at the November meeting. 
 
   It was announced that the 2011 Mini Rally would be 
March 2nd through 6th and that clubs representing areas 
2-5-6-12 and 15 will participate. 
 
   Don asked the club if we wanted to work the Silent 
Auction again as we did last Mini Rally.  He asked that 



we think about it and we would decide as a group at the 
November meeting. 
   Don Eiland stated that over the next few years, many 
of our club members will be getting out of the club due 
to health, age and the increasing difficulty to either 
continue to maintain a RV or the ability to drive RV 
equipment.  He said we need to make a concerted effort 
to invite guest and encourage new membership. 
Presently, Bryan and Alice Barnett are routinely sending 
list of people wanting to join clubs.  Through this list, 
our secretary is contacting the names.  So many times, 
their schedules conflict with our invitation to camp, but 
we need to continue to maintain contact with them so 
they can come see what the Rovin’ Texans have to 
offer.  
 
   No New Business 
   On behalf of the all the club members attending this 
month’s campout, Don Eiland thanked the hostesses: 
Hunts, Martines and Eilands for all the great treats and 
for those Bar BQ sandwiches. 
 
Bill and Jeanette Kingsley thanked the membership for 
all of the calls and cards they received following Bill’s 
latest surgical procedure. 
   Darrell Marshall will present the devotional on 
Sunday at 9 am.  Pot Luck is planned for 5 pm. 
   A motion to adjourn was offered by Harry Robbins 
seconded by Jeannette Kingsley. 
 

From the editor of  Good Old Days Magazine, 
http://www.goodolddaysmagazine.com/newsletters.php?mode=issue&issu
e_id=196  
 

 

A Filibuster for the Ages 

It seems like there is always talk around Washington, 
D.C., about one party or another using the filibuster as a 

political plot. I don't talk politics in this column, but I 
wonder do you remember, what is probably the most 
notable filibuster in the history of movie making?  

This film starred one of my favorite actors from the 
Golden Age of Hollywood and featured one of his 
earliest leading-man roles. James Stewart played 
Jefferson Smith (now you should be able to guess the 
name of the movie), who is appointed as a senator from 
an unnamed Western state. I am, of course, speaking of 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (Columbia Pictures, 
1939). 

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington opened in theaters 
around the country 71 years ago yesterday, Oct. 19, 
1939. The 23-hour filibuster by the freshman senator 
was in response to a political scheme to oust him from 
office when he threatens to expose political shenanigans 
in his home state. The movie was based upon an 
unpublished story, "The Gentleman From Montana," by 
Lewis R. Foster. The movie never indicates Smith's 
native state. Interestingly, neither does it label Smith as 
Republican or Democrat. Smith's decision to fight is 
based on the common law of morality and fairness -- 
and a desire to put an end to the corruption his naive 
eyes had found in the capitol of our great country. 

The filibuster sequence is, to me, some of the greatest 
footage in film history. Stewart is more than a nice 
bumpkin; he is filled with great love for democracy and 
his country. In one soliloquy, he says: 

"I wouldn't give you two cents for all your fancy rules 
if, behind them, they didn't have a little bit of plain, 
ordinary, everyday kindness and a -- a little lookin' out 
for the other fella, too. That's pretty important, all that. 
It's just the blood and bone and sinew of this democracy 
that some great men handed down to the human race, 
that's all.  

"But of course, if you've got to build a dam where that 
boys' camp ought to be, to get some graft to pay off 
some political army or something -- well, that's a 
different thing. Oh no! If you think I'm going back there 
and tell those boys in my state and say: 'Look now, 
fellas. Forget about it. Forget all this stuff I've been 
tellin' you about this land you live in. It's a lot of hooey. 
This isn't your country. It belongs to a lot of James 
Taylors.'  

"Oh no! Not me! And anybody here that thinks I'm 
gonna do that, they've got another think comin'. … I'm 
sorry, gentlemen. I -- I know I'm being disrespectful to 
this honorable body. I know that. I -- A guy like me 



should never be allowed to get in here in the first place. 
I know that! And I hate to stand here and try your 
patience like this, but either I'm dead right or I'm crazy!" 

Frank Capra directed this great film, and it is Capra at 
his best. The film received an astonishing 11 
nominations for Academy Awards, including 
nominations for Stewart and Capra. How Academy 
voters only awarded one Oscar to the film (the Best 
Writing, Original Story award went to Lewis R. Foster) 
is beyond me.  

If you need to have hope regenerated within you about 
this great democratic experiment called the United 
States of America, rent this movie. Better yet, buy a 
copy and watch it with the family from time to time. 
Seventy-one years later, the themes of honor, morality 
and patriotism are as important as ever. 

 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mr._Smith_Goes_to_Washington  

 
1945 re-release theatrical poster 

 

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington is a 1939 American 
drama film starring James Stewart and Jean Arthur, 
about one man's effect on American politics. It was 
directed by Frank Capra and written by Sidney 
Buchman, based on Lewis R. Foster's unpublished story. 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington was controversial when 
it was released, but also successful at the box office, and 
made Stewart a major movie star. The film features a 
bevy of well-known supporting actors, among them 
Claude Rains, Edward Arnold, Buy Kibbee, Thomas 
Mitchell and Beulah Bondi. 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington was nominated for 11 
Academy Award, winning for Best Original Story. In 
1989, the Library of Congress added the movie to the 

United States National Film Registry, for being 
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant." 

 

 
James Stewart as "Jefferson Smith" 

 
The governor of an unnamed western state, Hubert 
"Happy" Hopper (Guy Kibbee), has to pick a 
replacement for recently deceased U.S. Senator Sam 
Foley. His corrupt political boss, Jim Taylor (Edward 
Arnold), pressures Hopper to choose his handpicked 
stooge, while popular committees want a reformer. The 
governor's children want him to select Jefferson Smith 
James Stewart), the head of the Boy Rangers. Unable to 
make up his mind between Taylor's stooge and the 
reformer, Hopper decides to flip a coin. When it lands 
on edge – and next to a newspaper story on one of 
Smith's accomplishments – he chooses Smith, 
calculating that his wholesome image will please the 
people while his naïveté will make him easy to 
manipulate. 
Smith is taken under the wing of the publicly esteemed, 
but secretly crooked, Senator Joseph Paine (Claude 
Rains), who was Smith's late father's oldest and best 
friend, and he develops an immediate attraction to the 
senator's daughter, Susan (Astrid Allwyn). The 
unforgiving Washington press quickly labels Smith a 
bumpkin, with no business being a senator. Paine, to 
keep Smith busy, suggests he propose a bill. 
Smith comes up with legislation that would authorize a 
federal government loan to buy some land in his home 
state for a national boys' camp, to be paid back by 
youngsters across America. Donations pour in 
immediately. However, the proposed campsite is 
already part of a dam-building graft scheme included in 
a Public Works bill framed by the Taylor political 
machine and supported by Senator Paine. 
Unwilling to crucify the worshipful Smith so that their 
graft plan will go through, Paine tells Taylor he wants 
out, but Taylor reminds him that Paine is in power 
primarily through Taylor's influence. Through Paine, the 
machine accuses Smith of trying to profit from his bill 



by producing fraudulent evidence that Smith owns the 
land in question. Smith is too shocked by Paine's 
betrayal to defend himself, and runs away. 
However, Smith's chief of staff, Clarissa Saunders (Jean 
Arthur), has come to believe in him, and talks him into 
launching a filibuster to postpone the Works bill and 
prove his innocence on the Senate floor just before the 
vote to expel him. While Smith talks non-stop, his 
constituents try to rally around him, but the entrenched 
opposition is too powerful, and all attempts are crushed. 
Due to influence of the Taylor "machine", on his orders, 
newspapers and radio stations in Smith's home state 
refuse to report what Smith has to say and even twist the 
facts against the Senator. An effort by the Boy Rangers 
to spread the news results in vicious attacks on the 
children by Taylor's minions. 
Although all hope seems lost, the senators begin to pay 
attention as Smith approaches utter exhaustion. Paine 
has one last card up his sleeve: he brings in bins of 
letters and telegrams from Smith's home state from 
people demanding his expulsion. Nearly broken by the 
news, Smith finds a small ray of hope in a friendly smile 
from the President of the Senate (Harry Carey). Smith 
vows to press on until people believe him, but 
immediately collapses in a faint. Overcome with guilt, 
Paine leaves the Senate chamber and attempts to kill 
himself with a gun. When he is stopped, he bursts back 
into the Senate chamber, loudly confesses to the whole 
scheme, and affirms Smith's innocence. Order in the 
chamber completely breaks down as cheering people 
rush onto the Senate floor and Smith's supporters hug 
each other. The President of the Senate calls for order a 
few times but eventually gives up, sitting back in his 
chair. 
 
November Birthdays  

11-1 – Catherine Hamacker  
11-6 – J.C. Steiger 
11-7 – Jeanette Kingsley 
11-7 – Chuck Mueller 
11-17 – Bill Kingsley 
11-24 – Carolyn Mueller 

 

November Anniversaries 

None  
 
November Camp Out  
Our next campout is at Artesian RV, west northwest of 
Brenham on Hwy 290, November 12th - 14th.  
 
 

 

 

November Host & Hostesses: 
Jeanne and Don Eiland, Louise and Phil Hunt and Lynn 
and John Martine will be hostesses for the October 
Campout.   
Denise and Betty Burchell have permanently moved to 
Florida.  We wish them the very best in all they do on 
those white sands. 
 

Reminder to all members… 

   If you have yet to pay for your $10 membership dues 
for 2011 and have not paid your $10 per person/plate for 
the Christmas dinner and have not contributed to the 
Christmas Project (MD Anderson Cancer Center), you 
must mail your checks to Edie Choate.  Her address is in 
the Membership Directory.  Be sure you put your Good 
Sam membership number and the EXPIRATION DATE 
on the check.  Make all checks out to Rovin’ Texans.  
You can write one check to Edie for all of the above. 
 
   Olan and Lola Halbert are preparing the Membership 

Directory for 2011.  If any information in your current 
2010 directory is obsolete or incorrect, i.e., home phone 
number, cell phone number, current address, whatever 
has changed, please contact Lola and Olan 

immediately so they can make the appropriate changes 
and have the draft print of the directory ready for review 
at the next campout. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

--John Martine
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JANUARY 2010 NEWSLETTER 

The Rovin’ Texans met December 11, 12 & 13 at 
Couchatte RV in Bellville, Texas.  Members unable to 
be in attendance were Bells, Bradleys, Burchells, 
Milligans, Muellers, Muyres and Jim Steiger.  John 
Muyres arrived just before the meeting adjourned.  20 
Rigs and 2 Drive-ins.  …………………………………                                                      
It was another FUN campout weekend with everyone 
so very glad to see each other again!  The clubhouse 
quickly came alive with Christmas trees, Christmas 
decorations and Christmas cookies for nibble on the 
bar in the kitchen area.  Games were played and 
everyone was in the holiday spirit. 
Wendell Craig coordinated the Bean Bag Baseball 
tournament.  I believe in the first round, someone may 
correct me later, but we were in the 7th Inning before 
the first run was scored by either side.  The first score 
was a Homerun, followed immediately by two more 
Homers.  We have a historical picture of the three 
super Homerun Hitters: 

 
Homerun Hitters 

 
Sunshine Girl, Sunshine Girl, Carol Marshall, reported 
that she had sent “Birthday” card to Jim Steiger, “Get 

Well” cards to Bill Kingsley, Wayman Bradley  and 
Felix Craig.   She sent “Sympathy” cards to Charles 
and Peggy Duvall for the loss of Peggy’s mother.  
Wendell Craig presented a wooden frame that he 
explained would frame a black cloth with the club’s 
name and with red, engraved plastic name plaques of 
41 deceased Rovin’ Texan members.  He indicated 
that Howard Neluis was agreeable with where ever we 
chose to hang our Memorial, in the Main Meeting 
House or in our new Clubhouse.  The cost of name 
tags is about $3 plus engraving fees.  He expected the 
total cost of the Memorial Plaque to be less than $200.   
Bill Kingsley reported that the Rovin’ Texans website 
was fully operational and he invited everyone who has 
yet had an opportunity to visit the site to do so and see 
what all we have presented for people to read and 
view. He said the site contains a list of the host and 
hostess for 2010.  The Newsletter will publish the 
Rovin’ Texans web address.  Bill again noted the 
password we must use to access the “locked” page on 
the website.  Bill encourages everyone to go online 
and check out our webpage.  
http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com   
Don Eiland expressed his appreciation to the outgoing 
officers and to the new officers that stepped up to 
serve. 
Don Eiland stated that there will be a planning meeting 
on January 2nd for Areas 2 & 12 Chapter Presidents to 
plan the upcoming Mini Rally slated for March 4-7.  
He asked the club what inside or outside games we as 
a club wanted to sponsor and coordinate.  He asked if 
we wished to have a fundraiser.  He was told to just 
participate in the planning process and “go-with-the-
flow” of the meeting.  He was given full latitude to 
decide as he saw best for our club. 
The Christmas Dinner was awesome as always.  Big 
Daddy’s came through as promised with tasty entre’ 

http://www.rovin.texasgoodsam.com/


                                                            
and out- of-this-world sides.  Culinary experts among 
the members supplied an endless spread of desserts 
that surely caused us all to go home 5 pounds heavier 
than when we arrived.  

Don McLean wrote a song, American Pie, released in 
1971 in which he mourned "the day the music died" 
(referring to the death of Buddy Holly in a plane crash 
on Feb. 3, 1959). I suppose, therefore, that 
Wednesday, Feb. 3rd would mark the 44th anniversary 
of "the day the magic died." Or perhaps it was "the day 
the laughter died." Yet again, maybe it was "the day 
the fantasy died." 

Call it what you will, Dec. 15, 1966, was the day 
Walter Elias Disney died of lung cancer at the much-
too-young age of 65. 

Walt Disney was an American icon who went from 
hardscrabble days during his childhood to heading one 
of the greatest entertainment empires of all time. His 
films, cartoons, documentaries and short subjects 
carried positive messages to audiences of all ages. But 
his greatest accomplishment was to put fairy dust into 
the minds of millions of children all over the world. 

Walt was born on Dec. 5, 1901, in Chicago, one of 
five children of Elias and Flora Disney. Elias moved 
the family to Marceline, Mo., when Walt was about 5 
years old. That north-central Missouri farming 
community was Walt's haven until the family moved 
to Kansas City in 1910. In later years he wrote: 
"Everything connected with Marceline was a thrill to 
us... To tell the truth, more things of importance 
happened to me in Marceline than have ever happened 
since -- or are likely to in the future." 

By the time he entered high school, Walt's family was 
back in Chicago and he was already honing his natural 
talent as an artist in night classes at the Chicago Art 
Institute. 

 

Disney dropped out of school to join the Army and 
serve in World War I, but, at the age of 16, he was too 
young. After his mother forged a change in his birth 
certificate to say he was born in 1900, Walt was 
accepted into the Red Cross. For the next year he 
drove a Red Cross ambulance in France (see 
photograph), and adorned its canvas walls with Disney 
characters. 

 

After the war, Walt and a friend opened a commercial 
art business in Kansas City, but it quickly failed. Walt 
moved to Hollywood with $40 in his wallet and an 
unfinished cartoon in his suitcase. Enlisting his brother 
Roy, who had earlier moved to Los Angeles, as moral 
support and financial backer, the two formed Disney 
Studios. 

After several successes and failures, Walt conceived 
the idea of a new character -- a mouse named Mickey. 
After two silent cartoons featuring the whimsical 
rodent, Mickey Mouse was featured in the first 
animated talkie, Steamboat Willie, which debuted on 
Nov. 18, 1928. 

The growing success of Disney Studios brought an 
unforeseen change in Walt's life: On July 13, 1925, he 
married Lillian Bounds, one of the studio's first 
employees. Walt and Lillian had a daughter, Diane, 
born in 1933. They then adopted a second daughter, 
Sharon, a year later. 

Walt was known as the consummate father and family 
man. He wasn't a Hollywood socialite, preferring 
dinner at home with his wife and daughters to cocktail 
parties. His daughter Diane once said about him: 
"Daddy never missed a father's function no matter how 
I discounted it. I'd say, 'Oh, Daddy, you don't need to 
come. It's just some stupid thing.' But he'd always be 
there, on time." 

Perhaps Walt's biggest gamble was when the studio 
spent nearly $1.5 million in the depths of the Great 
Depression to produce the world's first full-length 
animated musical movie, Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs. When the feature premiered on Dec. 21, 1937, 
it was hailed as one of the greatest accomplishments in 
the history of motion pictures. The film brought in 
over $8 million -- the equivalent of nearly $100 
million today. 

The success of Snow White birthed other animated 
full-length features like Pinocchio, Fantasia, Bambi 



                                                            
and Dumbo, not to mention cartoon-short characters 
like Donald Duck, Goofy and Pluto, but it also brought 
about one of the great tragedies of Walt's life. In 1938, 
buoyed by the movie's income, Walt and Roy bought 
their parents a new home close to the studios. In less 
than a month, their mother Flora Disney was dead due 
to asphyxiation caused by a faulty furnace. Flora had 
been one of Walt's chief cheerleaders during the tough 
years. In Walt's mind, his success had become a 
contributing factor to her death, and the guilt stayed 
with him for the rest of his life. 

In 1950, a weekly television program, Disneyland, 
premiered on ABC. Walt used the new medium to 
familiarize the public with his new venture, a theme 
park in Anaheim, Calif., by the same name. 
Disneyland opened in 1955, the first of what would 
become a growing empire of amusement parks around 
the world. The same year the studio debuted The 

Mickey Mouse Club, a daily children's show that 
became wildly popular with Baby Boomers. 

The television show changed its name to Walt Disney 

Presents after 1955. It then became Walt Disney's 

Wonderful World of Color  in 1961 with the advent of 
color TV technology. The show took its last name, The 

Wonderful World of Disney, and aired under that name 
until 2005. 

I would not have room here to list the great films 
created by Disney Studios. Where would I draw the 
line? Mary Poppins, 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea, 

Lady and the Tramp, The Parent Trap, Davy Crocket -
- these are just a few of my long list of favorite Disney 
movies.  

I will never forget the day that Walt Disney died. It 
was like I had lost an old friend. But, more than that, I 
wondered who would bring the magic, the laughter, 
the fantasy and the fairy dust to the children of the 
next generations. Yes, I know that Disney Studios 
continue to grind out entertainment for today's 
youngsters, but nobody does it as good as Walt once 
did.  

Forty-four years after his death, that seems more 
evident to me than ever. 
 

Tidbits: Wayman & Sharon Bradley express thanks 
for all of your prayers.  Wayman is home again!!  He 
was unable to attend any of the Christmas Party 
functions, but many club members were able to visit 
them over the weekend. 
 

January ‘10 Birthdays  
1-03 – Delbert Ashcraft 
1-11 – Harry Robbins 

1-12 – Jeanne Eiland 
1-15 – Arnold Knuppel 
1-23 – Gib Day 
1-25 – Barbara Robbins 
 
January Anniversaries 

None 
 
January Camp Out 

Columbus KOA – Weimer, TX 
Telephone – 979-732-9494 
From junction I-10 and Hatterman Lane (exit 689), go 
west 200 ft. on N Frontage Road, on right. 
 
January Host & Hostesses are: 
Hilda Weiderhold, Magdaline Knupple and Lynn 
Martine 
 
January Devotional 

No one has volunteered as of yet. 
 

 
 

 
 

www.joestoons.com       --John Martine

http://www.joestoons.com/

